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3HAIBOPY [0 XaTu yBipBaBCs KOCTUK i, CAOYM KapUMU OYEHSITaMU, PafiCHO 3aKpUYaB:

— Mawo!.. ITpunerinu... Bonu Bxe npuneting... Cugsath 3apa3 6insg raisma.

Martu, noB'sI3aBIINCH XYCTAHOIO, BUMII/IA Ha T'aHOK. 1 — [ToBepHynucs!..

I oui B Hel 3aTEMIUIKCE, Hadye 3yCTPisla JOPOTUX TOCTeH, 1o MPubyIu 3 HaJeKoro Kpao.

— Bocemuii pik TYyT y Hac XUBYTh. A BIeplle THi3fo MOCTUNU, K TU, KOCTUKY,
HaponguBcs. d moOpe Ty BecHYy 3amaM'sitajia, 00 MU TOMi B OIlI0 HOBY XaTy 3 TBOIM TaTOM
nepebpanucs.

Bauy, ik BOHU KpUJIOHbKA CcKaanu. [Toromunucs, cepmemHi. He 6n1u3bka y HuX Oyia
[nopora — JajibHA...

KoCTuK IOMITHB, 10 IITaX¥ MIPUCIyXaaucs 40 3HaKOMOTI0 1M r0JI0CY, TIOBEPHYJIX T'OJI0BY 3
IOBrMMH O3b00aMu [0 I'aHKY ¥ IPOKPUYalIn:

"Kropp! Kwopp! Kropp!"

A moTiM 3MaxHynIu KpulaMu ¥ monetinu. — o piuku, MabyTs. Tpeba iM migkpinurtucs.
Ox7isinu, IeBHe, B JOPO3L.

— A 1110 BOHHU IIATH?

— Bce igsiTh: puly, kab, XKyKiB pi3HUX, AyxkKe M00nsaTh [ ropox.

MamMmo, y Hac ke € TOpoX. f iIM IOCTaBII0 B MHUCOYIII.

[lo x, IOCTaB, K IPUJIETATh.

Maru mimnmta nmopaTtuchk 6inst neui, a KocTuk moMuas 3 IBOPY Ha BYJIHUIO, 1100 TaM mepe
yciMa TOBapHIlIaMU [10XBACTaTUCS HOBUHOM):

— A [0 Hac nejeku npunerinu!

Ta yBary xJIoOm4yuKiB IpuBepHyna 0o cebe iHina noxis. Kinbka MKOMSAPiB CTApLUINX KiaciB
IpsMyBaju 3 OpiOHOKanmibepHUMY TBUHTIBKaMU Ha CTPinbOuIle, a CIigoM 3a HUMM HIIIa
Majeua.

o Hel npuegHaBcs 1 KoCTHK.

ITopora 3BuBaacs MoHaM PivKoIo, e POCTYTh CTapi AymnacTi BepOu, a 3a TUMM BepbaMu
IIPOCJIaBCS MOKPUU, MMOPYLIIUY MICISA 3UMU JIYT 3 03epaMy, 3 KyLlaMU JI03 Ta IOOAUHOKUMU
0COKOpaMHu.

PantoM 6ifiss OMHOTO 3 TAaKUX 03€P OiTH IMOMITUIHU JieyieK. [JoBroHOri, cipi, BoHU OIyKamu
Oinst 6epera, BUJIOBJTIOIOYM 3 BOIM YEPBOHUMHU 13b00aMU SKYCh Iyist ce6e XKUBHICTB.

Crisite, xnomii! — cka3aB I'punibko be3myMHuit, 3HiManuu 3 niaeda ApidHOKamMibepHY
TBUHTIBKY.

He cmin! — 3akpuuaB KocTuk, po3ragasiiy 1oro nuxuii HaMmip.— Lle Hami nenexku... He
CMill y HUX CTpingaTu!

Ta ['pUIBKO TiTBKY 3HEBAXKIIUBO IIOCMIXHYBCH.



— Illo 1me — cCBiMCBHKi r'ycu 4u Ka4yku... Horo 1me BOHHU Balui? BoHu Hiumi, 9K ycsgka
OVYKHA.

— Harirmi... Hamti,— ynepTto noBTopuB KocTuk.— BoHu HemaBHO 6ins rHi3ma cupinu. Bouu
B2K€ BOCBMHUM PIiK OO HAc MpuiiTaioTh BecHOw. He cTpinsii! Uyem! He ctpinsi!

Ta xiba BiH y HuX BAy4uTh? [le MU CTOIMO, a Oe Jieneku. Tygu, MoxKe, ¥ Kyns He
LOJIETUTE.

Lle konu 6 I'punbko cHannepoM OyB... Ta i TO BaXKKO 3BifiCH BIYUUTH.

4 xou i He CHauIIep, a BIy4alo noope.

Ipunbko be3gymHui craB 6insg BepOu, IMOKJIAaB PYIIHUIIO Ha TinKy, mob Kpailie
MIPULIIIATUACD. BCl 3aTUXIIN.

Bci HanpyXeHO CTeXUIH, i He XOTiJIocd HiKOMY 3 XJIOIIIB, Ta ¥ He BipuB HiXTO, 100 3
TaKol BificTaHi ['pUIIbKO BIy4YUB y NTAIINHY.

[Iporpumis, HapelTi, KOPOTKUU MOCTPIJ... JIeJeKy CIIONIOIIMUIINCE, PO3IIPaBUIu KpPUia,
nigcTpuOHY MM [BiYi HA JOBrUX HOTAX, a TOMi 3HSAMUCS U MONETINH.

— Ot Oauu, Gauwuin, nmpoMa3aB ['puilbko, a T, KocTuky, mapeMHO 00sSBCS,—
3arOMOHIIN OiTH.

Ta mo Tpanumnocs? I[lepeniTalouu yepes3 piuky Ha Tou OiK, OOMH 3 ITaxiB IOYaB
BimctaBaTu. He Ha mOBHY CHIIy Maxajio B HbOTO IIpaBe KPUJIO, 3 KO0 BXKe COYUJIacs KpOB,
CTiKasa o mip'to, i mepiui TelIi KpaljuHy yiajlu B KaJlaMyTHY BOAY.

— Hagimo tu... HaBimmo neneky 3paHuB?

He nam'satatouu cebe, KocTuk kuHyBcsa Ha ['puilbka. Ane cTapiIui i CUnIbHIuY ['pUITbKO
TiJIbKA OYPHYBATO BCMiXHYBCs, OaligyKuil [0 nigOUTOl HUM NTAIIWHU. BiH 1€TK0 CKPyTUB
KOCTHKOBI PyKH ¥ IIOIPO3/IMBO CKa3as:

— Hivgoro 3 TBOiM /1e71€K010 He CTaHEeThCs. 3aXKuBe paHKa. A TH He JIi3b M0 MeHe, 60
Hab'to Tebe moOpe. 3po3ymiB? — I, omimxiiyBmu KocTrKa, XBaCTOBUTO 3asiBUB: — Ara, Taku
BJTy4MB He Tipllle CHalepa. A Temep yci raifia Ha cTpinsouiie!

Bci mitu, kpim KocTtuka, mimnu ciigom 3a HuM. A KocTuk numwuBcs 0ins BepOu i 3BigTu
CTEXUB 3a JieJleKaMu. [lepeseTiBImM Ha TOM OiK piyku, BOHU OMyCTUKUCS M0OOIU3Y 03epa,
HABKOJIO SIKOT'0 POCTIY TYCTi KYIIIi 7103 Ta TOPIIlIHI Cyxi, mopymini Oyp'sHu.

— Bonute... To6i gyxe 60MUTH? — 3aNUTyBaB XJIONYMUK, Haye IITaX Mir He TiJIbKU HOTO
YyTH, ajle HaBiTh PO3YMITHU JIIOACHKY MOBY. KOCTUK Hi Ha MUTEL He 3BOLUB 3 HHOI'0 OUEH.

[Tigbute Kpuno BCce OyK4Ye OABHUCAJIO ¥ BOJIOYUIIOCS IO 3eMJli. JIeJleKka TOpKaBCs [0
HbOT'O BEJIUKKM [13b000M, Haue XOTiB 3aTy/IUTHU CBiXKYy pPaHKY, Ta He 3HaB, K 3pobutu. Komu 6
OTaKe TPaINMIoCcs TyT, Ha nboMy Oepe3i, KocTuk O6u BmiliMaB 110T0, B35IB OM Ha PYKH, IIPUHIC
IOOoMY, TOMacTHB O1 WPAOM, ITepeB's3aB OMHTOM, i paHKa 0 3aroinacs.

"Ta-a-a!.. 'a-a-a!.. 'a-a-a!.." Lle xamiOHo i O;aranbHO KPpUYaB 3paHeHUM jiefieKa. I TakuM
JKe KPpUKOM BifilIOBifjasa 1OMY BipHa IIofpyra.

KocTtuky myxke OyJio IIKOfa ITaxiB, aje HiYMM He Mir BiH iM' 3apa3 [0mOMOITH. XJIOMYUK
TIOCTOSIB IIle TPOXH i, CyMHO TTOXHIOIKBIIKCH, TTOOPIB HOIOMY.

HapgBeuip moAgyB XONOAHWY MiBHIYHMWU BiTep, MPUTHAB XMapu, CK3i, CHiXKaHi; 3allIluB
rolKaMy KpUKaHUMHU KaJlloXKi, 03epa; YKpuB OpuxkKaMu IUPOKY, ITOBHOBOAY PiduKy, i BOHaA



TeX [104asia 3allepxaTi.
HeszabapoM 3Hsa/1aCh XypTOBUHA.
YBeuepi KocTuK nexkaB Ha JIIXKKy, IPUCJIyXaBCs, AK 3@ BIKHOM CBUCTIB BiTep, fK

IITyPXOTIiB 10 ImMOKax CHIr, i gymas:

"Moxke, paHKa 30BCiM HeBeJIMKa,— 3aroiThCs IIBUAKO, i BOHM 000€ 3HOBY IIPUJIETATH Ha
Hallle TIOABIP'S, IO CBOrO THi3ga. 1 mocTaBiio IM MUCOYKY 3 TOPOXOM i xy1iba Tygu Hakpuury, i
Kallli MIIOHSHOI faM. BOHU MyCSATh IPUNIETITH, MyCATh!.."

[ 3maBanocs KocTuky, 1o BiH 4ye pPO3MadyIvBUY i TPUBOXKHUM KPUK:

"l'a-a-a!.. ['a-a-al.. ['a-a-a!.."

[TpoKMHYBCS XJIOMYMK YPaHIIi i, 3pa3y 3rafgaBIliu Ipo JieleK, Mepliiid BUOIr 3 XaTH.

Binui xonomHu# cHIr nexas moBciogu. CHirom 0yn0 3aMeTeHO i BeJMKe THi3MO Ha
ctapoMmy O6epecTi.

— HewMma...— 3 xajeM i po3yapyBaHHSAM BUMOBUB XJIOIYUK.

"Iligy #a nyr. Moxe, BOHU TaM..."

Yepes KinbKa XBUJIUH BiH CTOSIB yXKe 0insg BepOu, OUBUBCS Ha PiuKy, IO TiJIbKU MiCISIMU
B3sJIacs KPUTol0, a Ha OMCTpUHAX BUPYyBalla B Hill YOpHA ¥ X0IOgHA BOMA... XJIOMYHUK YBaxKHO
OTJIAflaB 3aCHIXKEHUM NyT i JI035Hi Kyl Ta Oyp'sHU.

Asle He TIOMITUB KOJHUX O3HAK XUTTH.

"Ma0yTs, Ile BYOpa BifJIeTinu TyOu, fe CHIry Hema'.

KocTuk x0TiB Oyn0 BXe IiTH JOOOMY, Ta pPalTOM IMOMITHB, K 3aroimanucs OKpemi
Oyp'SHUHKY i Ha JIyT BUUIINA JIeJie-9uXa.

— Ogpaa... YoMy ogHa? HeBxe mpormas... XJIOITYUKOBL HE XOTIJIOCS BIPUTH B LIE.

I pantoMm 3 Toro 60Ky piuKHU MOYYBCSI TaKuil XkKe, K y4opa, XKamiOHUM, po3nadIuBUN
KPHK.

Jleneuyrxa HeCIOAiBaHO PO3TOpPHYIa Kpuja, 3HSANACS B MOBITPS U moYaja MUPSITH Haf
THM MiclleM, e 3aluIIuBcs il Apyr. BoHa Knukana #oro mo cebe TO MPUBITHUM, TOPTAHHUM
"Krwopp!.. Kiopp!.. Kwopp!..'
XkanibHuMm "T'a-a-a!.. ['a-a-a!.. ['a-a-a!..

', TO 3HOBY CIIOBHEHUM 00JTI0, TYTH, Bif4alo ¥ ropsi, IPOHU3IUBUM i
"

Ta He BiATYKHYBCS Ha TOW IPU3UBHUY i pO3MAYIUNBUN 3aKJIMK APYTHAU Ioyioc. TUXi CTOAIN
JIO3Y, 3aMETEHI CHIrOM.

KocTuk npoBopxaB IOTJIAL0M JiejleKy, JOKU PYXJIUBI KpUjla He 3HUKIIU 3 UOT0 oyeu. |
TOAl BiH 3p0O3yMiB, 1110 BIDHOI'O gpyra HEMae...

He migiimaTrcs BxKe oMy B HEOECHUM MPOCTIp, He MIUPATH 3 OMAKUTi, TOCUIAIYHU 3
BHCOYMHM CBOE Oagbope ¥ pajiicHe BiTaHHS.

HaBikuy 3akIgKIu KpUila, IOHUKJIA IITAlllMHA [0JI0Ba, MOXKe, Ha JIO39HY T'lJIOYKY, MOXKE,
Ha cyxe cTebno Oyp'ssHy. I Tinbku KpoB, MabOyTh, Ille TOPUTh Ha CHIry OarpsiHuUMHU
KpaljauHaMHU, SIK TOPSITh CITiIi CyHMIN MiX 3eneHol TpaBu. Ta BXKe Tili KPOBi He 0XKUMBUTH Hi
3aX0JI0JIOTO CepIs MTAIIMHOTO, Hi Iy0iTuX MEPTBUX KPUIL...

Y Benukomy po3smnayi nosepHyscsa KocTuk gmomoMy, i Mama, 3p03yMiBILIKM Ofpa3y, Ae BiH
OyB, crinTana:

— Bbauwus ix?



— bayus... Ogny... Tynu nosnerina...—MaxHyB PYKOIO XJIOITYKK B HAIpsAMI IIBAHSA, a Ha
04ax y HbOTO, MOB POCUHKY, BUCTYIIUIU YUCTI 1 HECTPUMHI CJIBO3HU.

OOHs1a oro Mama, IpUroayouna:

flx BUpOCTeL, HIKOIY, CUHOYKY, He CTPLIAY Y TaKUX IITaXiB. BoHU — [Opy3i Hati.

He Oyny... He 6yny, MaMO4KO...— BUMOBJISAB BiH, 3BOPYIIEHUM i CXBUIbOBaHUM. A mepeq
ouMMa B HbOTO ITOCTaBasla pika, 3aCHiXKeHi /103, 3acCHiKeHi Oyp'dHHU...

MuHyno KinbKa OHIB. 3HOBY IIOTEIJIIO HafgBOPi. 3HOBY 3aCBITUIIO COHIlE, PO3TaHYB CHIT,
3a3eJIeHisa nepila Tpasa...

I sika Xk TO Oyna pagmicth gnsg KocTuKa, KONMY BiH, BUMINIOBIIM BPaHIi 3 XaTH, M0OaYuB
Jeyieyuxy, 10 CTOosIa Ha cTapoMy Oepecti 6ifist cBoro TrHi3fa.

Ha raHok Buiillljia MaTH, TOOUBHUIIACh Ha JIEJI€YUXY, i CKYIIi CIIb03U CKOTHUIKCS B Hel 3
O4Yeu.

— 3a HUM XypuTthcd. [ITamuHa TeX CBOIO AyIIy Mae. BONMUThL cepoeHbKo... HEMaE
Jienexu... BiciM JIiT pa3owMm, a Temep caMma...

[TramuHa 3aTUXjla, HeMOBOU IpucayXajiacsd [0 3HAKOMOTO M roJIoCy, MpOKpuYasa
HaBiTh, 9K i panime: "Kwopp!.. Kwopp!.. Kiopp!.." Ta 3romom 3HOBY 3 cTtaporo 6epecta
nonuHyso 6osiove i mevanbHe "Ta-a-a!.. ['a-a-a!l.. ['a-a-al.."

[ToTiM 3MaxHyNa KpujlaMy, MOKPYXKIIAila Hal PIAHUM OCUPOTLIMM THI3OOM, IIOJIeTina
HEeBiOMO Kynu i BXke OinbIlle He IOBepTanacs Hi BECHOM, Hi BIIITKY, Hi BOCEHH.

Bepesens, 1955 p



