Matu

Fpuropin KocuHka

A mparito Ty, 1110 BUpPOCIa i3 IOTY
TBOTO rapsA4oro B XXKHUBA,

[ITo cumanacs 3epHOM Yepe3 Topy
Y kim gy6oBuit 10 MIUHA, —
3abpanu B TeOe MU He Tak, SIK TaTi,
Arne po30oem B Oinuit neHb,

Komnu kumino coHlie Ha 3arari,

I rykas miBeHb 10 rocTeu!

T. OcbMauka

KiHb, 3ampsiKeHu Y HOBOT0 KOBAHOTO OMHAIOra, CTOITH y2Ke laBHO KOJIO BOPIT; Ha BO3i
JIeXKUTh 3ac/laHu OPe3eHTOM XKaTUM NUPid, a B IepedKy YOpHi€e cTapa Kupes.

— 4 moknaB T0oOi, CUHY, KMpEI0 NP0 BCSAKUU CIy4dal, — KaXe N0 MeHe CMYTHUM,
TPEMTSIUUM T'OJI0COM 0AThHKO.

— Hy, ot! He mio06:i0 51 BallIMX KaJIOIIiB! — BUTYKYIO CEPOUTO KOJIO ITOpora, Ops3HYBIIN
11ebepkoio. — 3abepiTh Ha3ap ii, 4yeTe?

— Ex, cuHy, cCuHYy, — IPOMOBIISIE IOKipIUBO 6aThKO, — HE KPUYM X0Y TH BXKe Ha CTaporo,
00 Tak 3aKpuyaayd MeHe 3a el MiCsIlb — XUTh He X0YeThCs!

MeHe nopuBa€e mifidTH m0 0aThKa, B3SITU MOTO IIMPOKY, 3 PyOILSIMHU Of Kiccd PYKYy i
TIOIIiTyBaTH ii, 11100 BiH 3anuIIMB c0o06i y mam’sATi 11e MOLiTyHOK Ha Ifijie XKUTTH...

Are s, IpUKyCUBIIM [0 000 HUXKHIO TyO0Y, MMOCIilIalo [0 XaTH: Tak, 6aTbKOBa IpaBaa —
HaXOOUTh BeJKa Oyps.

XMapu BxKe 3aCTYIUIIHU TIifl TicOM KaBasepiio, 110 Opea 1o rnepca KOHSAM XKUTaMU; YOpHe
COHIIe, BTUKaHe 0arpsHO-4epPBOHMMU CTPiJlaMu Ha BiTep, 3allajiijio 3a CEJIOM BiTpPSK, i
rapMaTHi sifipa, MeperyKyr4uch CBUCTOM IIPU 3yCTPidi, I14ral0Th Ha HAILIOMY, IIOJIbCHKOMY
0o11i, MOB Ti IigCBUHKY Y BUOOIHI JOPOTrY, He PO3PHUBAIOYUCE...

— YXe He BUOHO ¥ OJHOTO IIOJIsSIKA, — Kaxe, 3ill’IBIINCH KOJIO BiKHA, Mili MeHIIN Opar;
CecTpa-mecaTulIiTKa CUAUTh Ha AOJIiBLI Ta KY€ CJIbO3aMHU IIiJHIKOK CTOJIy — He CJIyXae, a
KOJIY CTYKHYNHU OBepi, 6paT 375IKaHO MJIUTHYB, MOB TOM IIKigJMIUBUM KiT Ha MOKYTTS; TOMi
YOpHAa TiHb ymaJjia 3 BiKHa Ha 3My4YeHe JIAIle MaTepi, Ha po3ipBaHy 3 rapsi4yku Ha I'pygsax
COPOYKY; MiATUYKa Ti€l COPOYKU 3 TOBCTOTO, TKAHOTO IIle Ha JIOKTi MMOJIOTHA, a CTAHOK —
JKOBTE, COJIIaTChKe.

— Anppifo... — 3akKalignack BOHA, BUMOBHBIIM MO€ iM’si, ajie TOBOPUTHU OyJI0 BaXkKoO, a
cecTpa CTPYCHYyJIa Ha JIMLE C/Ib03aMHU, IIPUMOBISAIOYHN:

— O MaTiHKO-BYTiHKO, i€ K HaM Tebe 3yCTpidyaTU-BUTISAaTU-U-U?..

— He 3acrtyi cBiTna Matepi! — BUTYKHYB 1 3 SIKOIOCh JIIOTTIO Ha OpaTa, 1[0 CUMIB Ha JlaBi



Ta AUBUBCS 3MIIKaHUMU O4YKMMa Ha XBODY.

MeHi Taku# xkafnb Ta CyM... Y Halllill XaTi, 11e K nucas Opat I1eTpo, Bce mMo-CTapoMy, Bce
61aromony4yHo: OJMCKy4a IiY CTOITh, ITOKOJyIaHa [0 LeT/IH, CTiJl YOPHUM, aXX BUIIUCKYEThCS
mif jemnoM, i majasHUIE Ha TOMY CTOJi 3 Api6KOM coli, a BikHa HM3bKi i Malli — BOHHU
OUBNATHCSA TiBKU HA KYNIy THOIO i IOBiTKOI0, a 0inbiioi mubKOI Bropi Kpamox jicy
3aKPECIIIO0Th.

— TakuMm, cuHy, 9K MU, — Ka3aB 0aThKO, — KOJIM HeMa 3apo0iTKiB — HeMa XKUTTH.
KoneMm opynylo, a Bce Haue 3 PYK Ilafae, BCe AyMarw: CXOnUB XepCOHINUHY, TPOE JIiT
npoTpyOuB y maxrtax, y KpuBoMmy Po3i, a Bu gomMa Ha miBOeCATHHI 3NIUAHI OCisANU — Haye
Maso e HaM ix i Tak!.. Taka O6y7na cuna B MEHE — ONBIPOK BUJIOMIIIO PYKOIO, — 3HOCHUIIACH:
Hi cXomuB, aHi cruB... Ta xi0a TIMBKY I TAaKUU?!

A MaTH Ha JOJiBII, Ha COJIOMi, me B rojioBax cTapi OapaHKM jexaTh CHBIi, 3a OpaTa
3aCTyIaEeThCA:

— He 3aiimaii #10r0, BiH Manuu Iie... — BAJABUJIa BOHA 3 TPyded pa3oM i3 KalljaeM IIi
CJIOBa, a IIOTIM XOTiNa Ife MifBeCTU PYKY OO CECTPU — He [IofAyXKala.

¢, KOBTHYBIIIK COJIOHY CJIO3Y, CKa3as:

— Bu X He BMupaliTe, MaMo, uyeTe? He Bmupante! 4 npuBe3y CbOrOfHI JOKTOpA, YyeTe?

MaTu noBopylnuia rojioBol0 — OAMOBJIANACS, a Aalli PO3IIIOIIMIA CBOL BEJIUKI 04i, SIK
oOBaJIeHi KOIMUTOM SIMKM Ha JIy3i 3 BOMI0I0, — MTUILHO BOUBIISAIACS B MOE 00JIMYYS; 3[1aBaoCh,
IaBHO-TaBHO BOHA KOJIMCh MOT0 3amam’sgTajia cobi, X0Tifa I10Ch TPOMOBUTH — HE MOXKHa:
ry0Ou JIOBUJIU TIOBITPS, a Tojiocy He Oyno. A cmam’ataBcs: Tpeba ixaTu!

— IIpocTiTh MeHi, MaMO, — CKa3aB s, CTaBIIK Ha KOJIiHa. baThKo, 110 CTOSIB KOJIO I10POTa,
TOJIOCHO 3apuiaB, MigXJIUIYIOYHU MO-OUTSAYOMY TaK CaMo, SIK i cecTpa, Ha BCIO xaTy; Opart
[TeTpo mpurHaB 3 IO0JISI KOPOBY IIle B NOJyOeHb, HapBaB il TMYKU, HATOMIyBaB, yCce TOTO
Xa3A1CTBa MUPILIABOr0 OOTJIANAI0YY, a Ha KPUK Y XaTl CTaB Ha I0PO03l 3 JlaTaHUM MIIKOM y
pyui, a Taku# 6yB, MOB KaMiHb TOM HIMUH...

— V ppyruu pas...

Martu moBuYana.

— ¥V Tperiii pas... — I g mifABiBCS pillydye Ha HOTH, a BOHA I'/IyX0 MOBHJIA:

— Bor npoctuts, cuny... He igp TinbKu, QUTHHO...

Y MaTepi 3HOBY IIO4YMHAJIACs rapsiuka; i 3HOBY JIMJIU Ha rapsidye TiJlo CaMOTOHKY, a OpaT
[TeTpo, 3acyKaBllUU pyKaBa, pO3TUPAaB.

Y xaTi 3acMeppino ropinum 3epHoM: 1ie 6aThbKO 3 [IeTpoM BUMIOPOXKHUIN Ha MaTepHHi
HOT'Y OCTaHHIO IJIAIIKY CaMOTOHY.

baTbeKO MOKJIaB KyJjlaka, MOB TOPHATKO 3aropise, Ha CTiJI, — CKa3aB:

— Ot xucts! [Tonscbkuil odinep cBoeMy coballi HOT'y IepeB'sa3yBaB, a MU, BUXOOUTE,
ripiie Big cobak 3muxaeMo?! Bixku, IleThKa, e mo OgapKu 10 CaMOTOHKY, — HakKa3yBaB BiH
OpaTogi.

[TeTpo B3gB Ha /laBi MIAIIKY, MiIlHO CTUCHYB AJIg YOTOCh y KyJlaK IPOOKY, BUCKOYUB Y
CiHHM, ajie He BCTUT NIPUYMHUTHU [ABEPI, K TYKHYB:

— Oii ropuTh mech Ha cemni! Ile, MaOyTh, Ha [IXKyTa€eBOMY KyTKY, a OUM Balye ax y



Oeperu!..

— Karait mo caMOroHKy! — roctpo Haka3aB 06aThKO.

Mu BUMIIIK 3 XaTH pa30M; IIaxJji0 JUMOM, a KYTKOM 3a/JIMBaJICh, FaBKalO4H, IICH; CEJI0 X
OyJo HiMe, CTOpPOXKKe U JI0Te; 1 MOBYKM OMJIOMUB 3 BepOu Mojonguit my0ellb — MOTaHATH
KoHs. [TeTpo mimbir mo Bo3a, XOTiB, BUAHO, IIIOCh MEHi CKa3aTu — He ITOCMiB, a 0aThbKO oMy
BCIIif:

— Opua HOTa — TyT, @ Apyra — Tam! — I 6paT, OriIsSHYBIINUCE, OOIT 10 CAMOTOHKY.

— Moxe, U He CJIifl iXxaTu? — IOoCHUTaB 00epexkHO, MPUCIYyXal0YUCh 0 TapMaTHOTO
KJIeKOoTy, 0aTbKO, JomaBmu: — Bce piBHO MaTu He [iX[eThCAd TOTO JOKTOpa, a caM Hech
HaKJafeul rojioBoio abo 3 KoHeM 1o [Tonbili 3aM006ini3yioTs!

Y MeHe B cepIli 3a Ti CI0Ba 3aKUIIiB XKab 40 06aThKa, 1110 He MIr CjI0Ba UOMY CKa3aTH, a
JIAIlle MOBYKHM OJYMHUB BOPOTA Ta IIOBICHB Ha HUX KMPEIO YOPHY, — Xal JoMa 3aJIUIIa€ThCH,
KOJIX BMPY I10 I0P03i, — ymapuB AyOIleM KOHS, PBOHYBIIIY JIiBOPYY BiXKKY, i OMHIIOT 3aCKaKaB
10 CyXii OPO03i, BUCTYKYIO4H TaJlbMOM TakK, K 3a TOPOJOM BUCTYKYyBaB KyJIeMeT.

Y mepenKy Moro Bo3a, B HaBMUCHe 3p00JIeHil CKPUHbII, T€XKUTh PEBOIbBEP. YU HE XOTiB
CIIMTATH MeHe IIpo ioro 6pat [TeTpo?

4 gymaio: "Tpeba Oyo 3anuuIUTH Ooro moMa, 60 1 He 3HAIO, YU JOBEeNeThCsS MeHi
IIOBEPHYTUCSA [OOJOMY, YU Hi?.."

[IyMnsTh mepen OolleM IMPUAOPOXKHiI BepOu, IITyMUTh TOPOANHA, a 3 BepOu, 3pUBal04uCh
Ha BiTpi, JIETUTh BOPOH, KPSAKAIOYH...

...ITonmgku mMo6ini3yioTs mimBomu. [IombchkKa apMisi, 30fsiTHeHa B Cipo-3efieHi HiMelbKi
IIMHE, [0 HaragyloTh KOJIip KWTa, KOJIX BOHO KPaCY€EThCS, PO3XPUCTAIACh i3 QUCIUIIIIHYT 1
nepesissKaHo KOTUThLCS nepen 60cuMu OinbIIOBUIIBKMMY YaCTHHAMM Ha 3aXif; Hallle CeJo, K
MiCIIEBICTb, i€ € CTPATETiYHUM MICT, ChOTOOHI BOAPYTre HamMarajaucs 3aiHsATU OiNbIIOBUKY, i,
[IoBepTarwyu [0 [IXynaeBoro KyTka KOHs, S He 3Hal0, XTO XK HapellTi B ceJll 3apa3: IIaHU 4u
TOBapUILIi?

— XT0 0 He OyB, — Kaxy Brojoc o cebe, — ane B migBogu He moiny. [ImoBaTy MeHi, 1110
0’eTbCs B rapsiylli apMis, — y MeHe fjoMa TakK caMmo 0’€TbCsS MaTH!..

¢ MIHO CTHUCKAaM0 pyKaMU BiXKYU Ta 30EPXKYyI KOHf, 10 3a KOXHUM [IOCTPLIOM 3
rapMaTy KHIJA€EThCS 3/5KaHO TO B OJMH, TO B Apyrui OiK, i mif cMiX MOIbCHKUX COJIATIB, 1110
CTOSITh Ha Po3i [[KysaeBoi ByNIulli, MOTPAIIAI0 ¥ 60MOBY CMYTY...

— OT Monofels XJIOM, — r'yKae 0o MeHe ofuH conpgaTt. — Cam mo mraby ige, mpaBma? —
CMi€ThCs BiH 30710TUM 3y0OM y IIEpefHiX sICHaX [0 CBOTO TOBapHIla.

— V #ioro Bi3 moOpui, mpole naHa, [0 BapiiaBu BUPSIOUBCS, — TJIY3YE TOM, IOKA3y4YU
OarHeToM Ha HOBUU CTaH KOJIC Y MOEMY BO3i.

MeHi X04eThCAd KPUKHYTU A0 LBOT0 YBAHBKOBUTOTO "XKOBHeXa': "He mo Bapiuasy,
Opemreni, a mo 3emeHoraiBku!" Ane B Moill ysBi IeXKUTh, K i 3apa3, po3XpUCTaHa MaTH, IO
pBe 3 raps4yku Ha co0i copouky, a Opat [IeTpo, 3acyKaBIIM pykKaBa, PO3THUPAE 1¥ Tino
CaMOTOHKOI0, — 1 He MOXKe 4epe3 1ie 3ipBaTUCS TakKe CJIOBO.

4 6’10 mo XKuUKKax KOHS, oOMUHAI0 00TOpinuy mapkaH, e Kpu4daTh Ta IJIadyTh, MOB
002KeBiNbHi, JTI0JIX, Ta TyCKal0 KOHS BIIOOBXK II€PeITKaHOI0 Cejla Ha BCIO IIPUTh...



¢ 3Hao0 OfIHO: ceplie MOE 3alleKJI0Cs Ha PyiHaX MoxkexXi, 110 IOofeKyau Ile ¥ Joci ropina,
CIIOTIEJIiZIO CTPaXMaHHSIMU Ccena, i, KOJIX TOPJI0 3[laBUIHU CJIbO3H, S XOTiB BUTATTU i3 CBOEI
CKPUHBKHY PEBOJIbBEPA U CTPIIATH KOXKHOI0, KOTO 3yCTPiHY IO AOPO3i B MIKMHEI, 1[0 Haragye
KOJIIp XKUTa...

— Crint, TH 3OypiB, 4k 0? — T'yYKa€ 00 MeHe 3-Tif MOBITKYU AsAAbKO Bacunb. — Kynu 1ie
TH BUPSAOUBCA? 4 Kojeca 3 BO3a II0X0BaB, a TH IaHIB [0 BonuHI MigBO3UTH PillluB?

— [lo goktopa... Matu!.. — KUHYB UOMY IIifi IOBITKY CJIOBA, 110 3MIMIAJIUCA 3 PACHUM
OOIIeM Ta 3aX0BalX B 30JI0TO-CHHIX OTHSAX OMMCKABKHU ASObKOBY MOCTaTh... 1 HaKPUB
Ope3eHTOM CBOIO CXOBAHKY Ta B31B KOHEM [I0 BOPiT, 00 Ha3yCTpiy, HOXUTYIOYUCH y CIIifaX,
CKakaJsla MOKpa Bif AOIly, MOB TOX XJIIOII, TPiliKa ITOJIbChKUX KaBaJepPUCTIB.

4 3ax0710HYB Off TaKOl 3yCTpidi.

Tak, He [JIs1 cllaBu IOILCHKOTO Odinepa OyoyTh 11i paaku! Ane ix poguia Ta BeluKa u
CIpaBefJiBa y BikaXx HEHaBUCTb MOT0O HapoAay. I Ko MOJKOBHUK, MaWHYBIIX YOPHO-
MaJIMHOBMMH KpasMM Ijlalla, yoiapuB MeHe HaraiKol0, Pi3HYBIIX KPHUBABOIO CMYTOI0 MOE
nuIe, 1 X0TiB OyB B Ty XBUJIMHY JIMIIE 3allaM’sITaTH PUCH IIOTO 3Bipa.

— Do stokros!.. — BUTyKHYB BiH KiHeIlb JJTaK¥ POCIMCHKOI0 MOBOIO, 3alIUTaBIIN 3HOBY
II0JIbChKOI0: — Tu xoBaemics? [Tosnbira 60poHUTEL TeOe Bixg OiNbIIOBHKIB, a TH HE XOYell 1
CJIyKUTh, Xame”?!

Horo kinp xpumiB Tif yOuIaMHy HaJ MO€EIO TOJI0BOIO, a ITaH o(imep, He IOYYyBIIN KPUKY Ta
OrtaraHHsI, 3allUTaB y CBOIX COJMATIB:

— Co to jest? Co?! Xnon HiMUY, IK CKOTHHA!

OpuH 3 KaBaJePUCTIB EXUOHO 3aCMisIBCS, BKIIOHUBIINChH HABITh Ha Cimi odiieposi, ane
OPYTUM CYBOPO AWBUBCS Ha CI[eHY Ta CTPUMYBaB CBOTO KOHS; s BUTEP TOAI PyKaBOM KPOB, III0
CTiKaja 3 paHy, i CIPOMIrcs cka3aTu 0(inepoBi MOIbCHKOIO K MOBOIO JIAIIIE TPOE CITiB:

— JIgKyt0 3a BU3BOJIEHHA!

O, BiH 3po3yMiB! JI;0TO CimHYBIIM 3a BY3[e4YKy CBOTO KOHs, IaH 0¢ilep CKa3as [0
COJfIATiB BeCelnuy JOTeIl, a Aajli TOCTPO HaKa3as:

— ITo mrraby! IIst cobaka — GinblIOBUK... Y-y, ronoTa!

— VkpaiHcbku#l iHTENIreHT, Mpollle MMaHa IOJIKOBHMKA? — 3acMisiBCS, 3allHTaBIIH,
BJIECTIMBUY coJaT. BiH, BUIKO, XKOaB Jullle Haka3y, 00 Haraika B PyIli, 3 2KOBTUM JIUCIYUM
XBOCTOM KOJIO PY4YKH, aX IigCcKaKyBalla B COJilaTa, aje Haka3y He Oyio: odilep mocmimias.
BiH TinbKu MOOMBUBCS Ha COJfaTa CTOMJIEHMMHU O4YyuMa, Oe MOXHa Oyno mobayutu
NOPYYEHHS, 1110 IaXHe Y BiliCbKOBUX EOUHUM CJIOBOM "CMEPTH".

[ 3HOBYy mmONIbChKa KOMaHMa, I'PSA3b Iifl KOMUTAaMU KOHEeH i MeTyIIIuBa OyMKa, 1o Oirae B
MO3KY, MOB Cipe I0JIbOBe MUIIEHS, KOMIH IIyKae 3ary0IeHy HOpY.

"BaTbKOBa IpaBfa, — KaxXe [0 MeHe Ile cipe MuiieHs. — Matu, MaOyTh, TOMepPJIa, a TBOA
CMepTh — MIPaBOPYY, Ha KOHi. Xal-HO TiIbKM 3a CeJjo Buife comnpar... He Bipum?"

— Hi, — Bigmosigalo, ckpuramoyu 3y6aMy Tak, II0 MHUIIEHS PalTOM [eCh 3HUKAE
HeCIoNiBaHoO, SIK i 3’9BuUoCsd, a TyOu IIEeNOoYyTh JIUINe OOHEe: — 3aCTPENIUTH, 3a CMEPTh
MaTepi Ta CBOIO, X04Y OJHOTO 3 apMil, II[0 HOCUTh XKUTHIN KOJip IMUHENi, — pilus 4,
IiACYHYBIIXCH 10 CBOEI CKPUHBKY Ta XPYCHYBIIY NaNbISAMU: 3aAy0iNiu MMicas JOITy PYKHU.



A KiHp Mi¥, MOB y Ti¥ IiCHi, 3aXXypUBCA Ta, CIOTUKAIOYUCH, IIOB IOPYY 13 THIAUM
KaBaJlepiiChKUM TYIH, [ie TTIyX0 KPSKalyu B XKUTax KyJleMeTH, e Openu 3apollleHi noau, ae
BIIAJI0 OCTAHHE, Iepeq A0IlleM, rapMaTHe Sap0, PO3KOJIOBIIU HaBOE KOJIO LIKOJIM CTApOro
0COKOpa.

Mu ixanu MOBYKH HETOBIO.

— [TaH — iHTemireHT? — 3anuTaB MeHe HEeCIIOAiBaHO COJIAAT MOJIbChKOI apMil.

— Tak, yuutenb, — 30pexaB s, He PO3yMilouH, 10 YOTO Me MOBa.

BiH 3acMifiBCs, JOZaBIIU CYBOPO:

— Tak He MOXKHa BifIIOBiaTH MOIECEKOMY O(QillepoBi, po3yMiem?

f MoBuas.

"Xiba moxHa Oyn0, — ragaB 5, — CKa3aTH Ii¥ moTaiHil coballi Tpo cMepTh MOEi MaTepi?
Xiba moxHa..."

— Yacu naH Ma€? — 3amuTaB BiH 3HOBY, He CIIyCKAlO4U 3 MeHe NMUJIbHUX MaJIeHbKUX
XUTPUX OUEN.

— Jle TaM y Hac 4yacu Ti 6yoyTh! — BiATIOBIB 5 He B TOH CONAATOBI, TTISHYBIIN MUMOBOJTI
Ha 3aXxifl, e X0BaBC IIif] JIiCOM AOBTUM XBiCT IMOJILCHKOT'0 0003y .

— [ HiYOro He Ma€? — CIIMHUB BiH palnTOM MOT0 KOHS, a caM CKOYUB i3 Cifjjla Ha 3eMJIIO.

# BCcTaB 3 BO3a U XK[aB.

"He mMoxke OyTH, IO BiH X04Ye PO3CTPINATU MeHe TaKuM crmocoboM", — momgymMmas f,
IIPUTOTYBaBIIKCh 10 000OPOHU Ha CMEPTh.

— Horom TH, 4yem? — KPUKHYB JIeTiOHepP, PO3Maxylodr KyJTaKaMu.

MeHi 6yn0 3p03yMmino, 1110, KOJIX TIOAUHI BTPhOX PO3py0anu Harakow iulle, KOIU BOHa
Ma€ Iech y CXOBaHIIi PEBOJIbBEPA, 1Ie TPOXU CKUOAETLCS Ha HMoJoma, ane 5, MabyTh, MaB TOA1
TaKWU BUTJISA, 10 CEP2KAHTOBI JOBEIOCH BXKUTHU TAKOT0 BIyYHOI'O IIOPiBHSHHS.

— B yomy piu? — mocnuTas s, 3TUBOBaHUM, Y cojifaTa. — BefiTh MeHe fo ITady!

— He BmaBau gypHs! BuBepTrali KuilleHi, capaka! — I'yKHYB OCaTaHIINM JIETIOHED.

MeHi 3pobunocs cMimHo. Tak, Temnep s po3yMiB — i MOMeHTaJIbHO BUBEPHYB; i3 KUIIeHi
BIIaJia JOMAOJY JIHIIe KBHATaAHIIMHA HOTaTKa "O mpHeMKe MPOAPa3BEePCTKU", Ky I HaXUJIUBCS
MigHSATH Ta CXOBaTU 3HOBY, ajle CEPKAHTOBI He criogo0aBcs Mid pyX, BiH 3J1iCHO I'YKHYB:

— He pym!

— KBUTaHLiS 3a IpOapa3BepPCTKy, — IOSICHUB 4, MifiiMal0yy Hamipus.

— Po3cTeOHM COPOYKY, — CIOKiMHO CKa3aB OO MeHe CepxXKaHT, OTNIgmalduch
37I0[IiMKyBaTO Ha BCi 00KM Ta miAraHsiouu cioBaMu: — CKopiile, ckopire!..

Y MeHe Ha rpypsx, Ha CHHbOMY LIHYPKY, BUCiB MaJeHbKHAM MO30JI0YEHUMN XPECTUK —
IIOAAPYHOK MaTepi, KOJIM BUPSAXKana MeHe KOJUCh [0 BiliChKa.

— 3[iiMU, — AKOCh TUXO IIPOIIEIOTIB BiH, i, KONU A nepenas Lo 3000614, BiH yBaXHO
OOOUBNSIBCS OO0 NPoOU, a MOTiM MaXHYB 4YOTroCh pyKoio: "Ka3Ha-11o, MOBJISIB, alie
IIPUTOOUTHCS", BUTAT i3-3a Ia3yxXu BEJIMKOTO raMaHa ¥ MOJIOXKHUB TYOU MOTO XPECTHKA...

O, B ToMy ramaHIii Oynu He TiIbKU XPEeCTUKHY, 110 MaJid BapTiCTh TaKy, IK Miii!

¢l B3sB Ha MOKpiM 3eMJIi IIHYPOK Ta HOTATKY.

— Pymait! — cka3aB He3a[l0OBOJIEHO CEPXKAHT, NOfaBIId: — 3a 00pa3dy YecTi MOIbChKOI



apwmil g moBuHeH O6yB TeOe PO3CTPINATH, AK Ica. Tak, K Ica. Ae 3apa3 Ma€ll MiTBO3UTHU 10
OiNBIIIOBULILKUX MTO3ULiHM Ha0o01, 3po3yMiB? Tu He OiNbIIOBUK?

— [Isixywo nanoBi odineposi! Hil — BUTyKHYB g papicHO, Nulle Ajd TOHOPY Ha3BaBIIU
reposi XpecTHUKiB oinepoM... Aje AKi IpeKpacHi HacCIigKy Masio Ajisg MeHe Iie CI0BO!

CepxXkaHT I0OXBAaJIUB MEHe, L0 9 TAKWM, MOBJISIB, PO3YMHUU XJIOI, IO HaBiTh IIOJIBCHKOIO
MOBOIO BOJIOAIIO.

— Pigko TpanngiooThCa Taki Xjonu, — 3poOuB BiH 3ayBaxkeHHd. — HaBiTh yKpaiHCBKI
IHTEJlTrexHTH. ..

Are s He cnyxaB; MeHe OXOIHUJIa TaKa pafiCTh, 10 3MOXKY HapeIlTi TPOCKOYUTHU GOHOBY
CMYTY, 3MOXKY IIOIIacTX [0 00M0BOTO CeKTopa OiNbIIOBUKIB, e Iepef MOIMU O4YMMa CTOsIa
103a apMisiMu nuille 3ejieHOTaiBChbKa JikapHd... 1 Oyny pupmaTu mepeqn nikapeM Tak, SK
punaB Miih 6aTbKO, KONU g IpoInaBcsd 3 MaTip’'to... Jlikap MoBUHEH IOIXaTU — 1€ MOS
IIOCTAHOBA...

[ 1 rHAB KOHA O MOJBCHKOro mTaby 3 TAKOI0 CHUJIO0, IO Mii IaH CepXKaHT JIUIIe
II0CMixXaBC4:

— O, Tu rapsuyuil! — MpuKasyBaB BiH, TOHOPOBUTO OCMUKYIOUMUCDH, KOIU MU IIif I3AUIM [0
mraly.

oy nepectas. BiTep rHaB Ha 3axif maTijaaTi XMapy, a Haf JIiCOM BUMAaJIlOBaB LIUPOKY
CHUHIO CMYTY, CX0XKY Ha [IHinpo Kojo 3efleHOTraiBKu. Y Ty CMYTY, 37laBajioCs, BiTep BMOYUB
cTapi my6u 1mie npamigiBcbkoro 60py — Take 0yJi0 cyBope ¥ I'pi3He HeOO.

Ha Hamomy, monbCbKoMy, 00Ili XMapH Bropi MJIUBYTH [0 Ti€l CMyTd YOPHUMU KOpabnIsaMu
— IIle XBUJIMHA, ¥ CUHS CMYyTa, 10 Haraaye [IHinmpo, He BMiCTUTD I[bOoro HeGeCHOTO GIoTy!
Iech maneko NyHae KaHOHama. A 3a cenoM, fe mrTab, 3 rapA4ykoio Ta 6e3mopagHicTIo
oficTyIla€ no OOpPYy IMOIbChKA apMis.

Banka censiHCBKUX IifIBi BaHTaXUTh Iif] JIalKy cepkKaHTiB Ha00l; KOHI MiCcATh HOraMu
Irpsa3b, a AMUKYU JIaMalTh CBOEI0 BAarol TOHKY IIAJIBKY BO3iB, 1, KONIU BXe IigBOOY
HaBaHTaXeHO, Ha BO3a BUCKAKY€E, KUAAIOUM TYOU TOBCTY COJIIATChKY TOPOy, CEpXKAHT; BiH
379KaHO OTJIAA€EThCA Ha3af, fe 3a Topolo iifie rycTa, 0e3 nmepepBHu, epecTpiiika, XBUIUHY
IIOCh AyMa€e, a mani moTo 0’e KOHA Ta BUTYKY€E 3HOBY JIaKy Ha OSObKa, 110 KOHSAKaA,
CMUKAIOYU B0O3a, 3ajdlana Uoro rpsa33o.

Censnu, 3pigka MOJOfi, CXUIKBIIYN [0 3eMJIi r0l0BHY, 0iKaTh 0 Trpsi3i, He cigaroyu Ha
BO3H, IIOPYY i3 KIHbMU — TakKa BaXKa Jopora.

— Cipa#n, 60 manmeko Oirtu! — riay3ye Ha BO3i CepzKaHT, 3a[I0BOJIEHUH, 1110 BiH HapemITi
TaKHU ocifyiaB co0i IbOro OsAbKa B JaJieKy JLOPOry...

o Hac migbirae CXBUILOBAHUM CTapIIMHA MOJIbCHKOI apMii:

— 4 mato ixaTu, KOHS 3a0HUTO...

Are Miil cepKaHT Ha Ileil pa3 He 3a0yB, BUIHO, HaKa3y CBOT0 Haya/lbHUKA:

— Ilpoire maHa KamiTaHa, ajie XJIOI 3 HakKa3y rpada Ma€ MiABO3UTHU KyJlIeMeTHI CTPiUYKH
no OiNbIIOBULILKUX TO3UILIN!..

Odinep mobir mo mBoKoJI0K YepBoHOTO XpecTa. BoHM CITIIIHO MigBO3SITh, epeKIafanyu
Ha CeJITHCHKi BO3Y, IOpaHEHUX; KiHHOTa I'ycapiB y rajoll Buixaja MallHelo Ha IpaBe KPUJo;



BXKe CyTeHie, s 06010Cs, 110 MOJIbCbKa apMisl 3pYIIUTh IIifl HATHCKOM paHillle, aHiXK S 3MOXKY
BUIXaTH Ha TOpPY, [e € Hafis MPOCKOYUTH 10 3e/IeHOTalBKHU.

— Laduj! Haknapaii! — nigbagbopioe MeHe HaKa30M CepKaHT, I0Ka3yl4Yd PYyKOw Ha
SIIUKY 3 KyJIeMEeTHUMM CTPiYKaMu.

[Tig Bepbamu CTOITh HemoOUTa COTHS CONATIB.

— 3pafHuKy, 110 IIOKKUHYJIU IpaBe KPUJio, — MOSICHIOE JIal0YUCh CepXkKaHT. A "3pagHuUKH"
CTOSITH Iifl Bep6aMu, CIIiIKyI0O4YU O4YKMMa, K IOCIIIIHO TiKalOTh CepxKaHTH 3 odilepamy, i
pilily4e OOMOBIISIIOTHCS BAPYTre UTH Ha (PPOHT.

— IToBcTaHHS? BinbmoBUKM?! — OOJITAIOTh 4O MEHE OKPEMi CJIOBa 3alliHeHOoro odilepa,
ajsie B ITI0 XK XBUJIMHY COJIHATiB OTOYYIOTh IITAa0OHI Cep:KaHTH, a Imif BepOu, Je MU CTOIMO (s
B2XK€ HaBaHTaXMB KyJIEMETHi CTPiYKY 3 ppaHUy3bKUMHU HallWCaMH), 3AePKYIOUN KOHS, JIETiB
Mill XpelieHu# 6aTbKO ChOTONHI — rpad Apomipchkui.

— [TaHe rpad, maHe rpad! — 3arykanu 3 ycix 60kiB, nmigbirarouu 0o 3MUIEHOTO KOHS
rpada.

— Co to jest? — IKOCh BEPECKIIMBO Bpi3aBCsl MeHi royoc rpada.

I Topmi, mam’siTao, BUCTYIIUB Cepel HIMOrO MOBYAHHS COJIAATiB, IO CTOSNIM OTOYEHI
030pOEHUMHU CepKaHTaMM, OouH. Tak, s HiKonu He 3a0yay Hi i€l XBUNIMHMU, aHi HOT0 CJI0Ba.

— 4 BMpy, — CKa3aB BiH, — MeHi Telep OJJHAKOBO, Y¥ PO3CTPiNg0Th OiNbIIOBUKH, YU
CBOI, arne 3 (GPOHTY, Xall 3HAE 1ie TIaH IOJIKOBHUK, BTEK/IU CePKaHTH... XTO XK TOIi 3pafHUK?

— 3paaHuk! Po3cTpingaTtu M0ro? — 3arykajiu CepKaHTH, ajie 3yCTPiIM B 049aX COJIAATiB
TaKy JI0TYy HEHABUCTh, 1110 HiXTO OifnbIlle He ITPOMOBUB i CJIOBa.

ConparT. Ha hpoHTi HeMae nmiogei, HAC 3aJUIIKAIN, IPOIIY MMaHa, 6€3 XKOJHOTO
3B’s13Ky, OiNBINIOBUKY HACTYNalOTh KOJIOHAMY, BUCTPI/IIOI0YY HAC, K AUKe M’sico... Mu Manu
COTHIO, @ JIMIIXJIOCS... — i BiH 00BiB PyKOI0 HeTOOUTKIB CBOEL COTHI.

— bBinpmoBuk! — pi3HYB IIaH MMOJKOBHUK Ha BCIO0 PYKYy Harakolo, K i MeHe, ColpaTa,
ajie CriaM’siTaBLIKXCh, BATYKHYB KOMaHAy, a IIOTIM CKa3aB:

— 3a Piu ITocnonurty, cobako, a He cepxkaHTu. CepkKaHTaMu Kepye mmTab, a He ronora!
XTO OIMOBIAETHCA UTH Ha (HPOHT?

Conpatu Oynu HiMi; Tomi 1le pa3 MOBEPHYBCS KOHEM KOJIO COTHi rpad i, minbpHO
3IINUBIIK 3yOU, TTITHYB Ha TOTOBUX CTPINIATU CepKaHTiB, HaKa3aB 0QillepoBi:

— Ha ¢ponT!

3anyHana KoMaHfa. CongaTu, BUPIBHSABIIK MTOXUJIEH] TOJIOBY, IIIIJIK BAPyTre Ha (QPOHT.
o MeHe Ha BO3a, 3 HaKa3y repos XPecTHKiB, ciB mobuTui rpadoM conpmaT 3 KyJIeMeToM, i Mu
PYLIUIHA TIif OibIIOBUITBKI TO3UIIII.

4 noBuneH 0yB OyTU 3a40BOJIEHUH, — II0 MEHIi XK ChOTOAHI XO[XJIa II0UeCHa Haralka, I1o
Tak yMiJI0 oCuiajla Ha PPOHT COJNIATIB...

Bxke 30BciM cMepKaso. Ha mosnbCehKiii mo3utlii, leck Ha TiBOMY KPHJIi, TOPUTh IIPOKEKTOP,
a B MOEMY ceplli TOpuTh 6inb, — BiH BUiTae, 0AUYUTHCS MeHi, YepBOHUMU paKeTaMu Ta
cieThcs icKpaMu Hap 3eJieHOraiBKOI0, a BUTTS co0ak Ha [[KynaeBOMY KYTKY BUBOOUTD IIEPEN
04l TisibKY MaTip... Tyra Ha cepiii, MOB Ta CaXKKa Ha IIIEeHUII].

— Bazxka mopora, — Kaxy s 0 CBOT0 KOHS, 371aXy 3 B03a, K TO POOIATh CTapIIli JII0gu 3



HAIIIOT o cejia, Ta 0iXKy TeMHOI HO4i TOpyY i3 KOHEeM.

— 4 He X04y IO-AypHOMY BMUpAaTHU... He Xo4y, po3yMiem? — mernoyde, 3BepTal0YUCh [0
KOTOCh HEBioMOro, conpart. BiH Tak caMo, gK i 51, 371a3uTh IIif TOPY 3 BO3a Ta Hfe BIEpPE],
CIIOTMKAIOYUCh IHOMI Ha KOMI[i IIPU JOPO3L.

Bine oko mpoxeKTopa BUKWHYJIO Ha 3eJI€HOTalBChKY JOPOTY ITaCMO CBiTIa, a Ha ropi, ae
JIIKapHS, TJIUIK B BIKHaX AaJieKi BOTHI — 0, g 3Hal0 L0 Jopory!..

Ane g 3Ha 1Ie OOHY BEJIMKY TAEMHUIIO, HEBIAOMY COJIAATOBI; paHKOM, KOJIA KpUYaju
rOpJIacTi IiBHi, a COHHE CeJio IPOAepPsIo N0 COHIIS 3acIaHi oui BiKOH — Tomi GinbIIOBUIIBKI
TIOJIKM, III0 HECJIM B PyKax po3ipBaHi 3HaMeHa CBO€Ei apMii, 110 HacTymnanu 0oci i roni Ha
IIOJIbCHKI Io3utlii, 0ys10 migcuneHo 6010Bo0 KaBanepieio KOTOBCHKOTO.

Bona 1inuy meHb i rapMaTHUM OTHEM IIepelpaBiisiiacs IOPOMaMu.

— B 00igu, — Kaxe 0o MeHe COJIHaT, — MAaTPOCH, T'OJIi 110 IOosC, oIlepe3aHi HaBXPecCT
KyJleMEeTHUMU CTpiYKaMM, HACTyNaJu 3 TaKOK OfBarolo, 10 M0JIbChKa apMis BCTOsJIa JIULIE
II03HAHCHLKUMU IT0JIKaMU. By HIYOro He yyeTe? — 3alUTye BiH, YOUBIIAYUCEH B TbMYy HOUi, B
[ajieki BOTHI JIiKapHi.

— Hi... To, MabyTb, OMe Ticys OOIIB CyXul BiTep, — BifIIOBigai0 COIOATOBI.

Bir MoBuuTh. A Ha QPOHT, OOMUHAIOYHU HAIIYy COTHIO, CIIIIHO, TUXO BUTYKYIOUU KOPOTKY
KOMaH[y, L0 IIUNUTh Y BUMOBI [1OJISIKIB, SK IIEJIECT IIalllHi, JEeTUTh KIHHOTA.

Ha HamoMy mpaBoMy Kpuji TakKMU CIOKi¥, 110, KOJIU JIOIIHE MOCTPIN-OPYTruUi, He
BIPUTHC, 110 TYT 3axpsciia B IAllHI I1ijla apMis...

"V HaloMy cejii Ternep TeX CIOKiK", — gyMaro 4.

A rnyxe, maneke BUTTS cobak, IO JIETUThL [0 MeHe YOMYCh i3 moropinoro [XKynaeBoro
KyTKa, TOCTPO, [0 000, KOJIM X04YeThCs IJTaKaTH, 3aMKHYJIO MOI MHCJIi Ha IOpPO3i HaIol
HU3bKOI, MOB Ta IeYepulld IIif Topoio, XaTH.

4 3Ha10: 6aTHKO BUUINOB Ha I'AHOK — Y XaTi Tak [AYIIHO, aXX MJIOCHO, a [IiTH CIIJIATh e XTO
BIIaB, OfjHA TUIBKYU CECTPa — BBUXKAETHCI — CUAUTH IIPU FaCHUYKY HaJ MaTip'1o...

Moo myMKYy IIapIia€ 3HOBY OJlifie JHulle MPOXKEKTOpPa, III0 HaMaraeThCs MPopi3aTh YOPHY
OCHOBY, IKY TaK TaEMHUYeE 3aTKajla CbOI'OAHI Hid.

— TloBepraniTe NiBOpyY, — Kaxe CXBUIbOBAHUU CONIAAT.

4 moyuHaw WOTr0 HeHaBUMOITH: 4OTO BiH Tpycuthcsa? CMmepTs? Xiba raymol HOYi He
OHAKOBO Mal BMEPTH, KOJIU [AOBENETHC, A?

Moi MucIi ropsATh, a Tynui 6iflb 3aKUIIIB yKe JTIOTTIO.

— Horo x imM’s, — mo4mHamw0 IpOHI3yBaTH 51, — ICTOPUKHU II0OJILCHKI MOXKYThH 3apaxyBaTu
IIiJl 3arajibHOI0 Ha3BOI 0e3iMEeHHUX TUCSIYHUX I'epoiB... Xall pafie ChOrOOHIIIHS Hid, KOIU
Iech 1o KOCThOJIaX MOro 3eMJli Oyae MpocCIiBaHO BiuHY ITaM’aThb, KOJIH...

"Aupgpit!.."

4 KuHYBCS, OTJIIHYBCS Ha3af: Tak, 1le X OyB rojioc MO€l MaTepi, ajie B MeHe Iepe[
ounMa 0OiraimTh MepensikaHi Ta CyBOpi o4i BiliCbKOBUX, a [IeCh [IaJIeKO 3a JIyHaMH, 10 TOoM Oik
[Hinpa, SCHO TOPATH JIiCH.

3 GpoHTY NneTATh Ha3yCTPiy 3aMUIeH] KOHi, odillepaM ImepenarTh KOPOTKY, TPUBOXKHY,
MOB XypaBnuHe "Kpy" nepeqn 6ypero, 3BiCTKY:



— Mae Hactynatu KOTOBCBKUM. ..

— KoToBCBKUU?.. — IOBTOPIOE YOMYCh Mil CONIIAT Iie iM’s.

Mu 3ynuHsSEMOCS; COTHIO Po30MBalOTh Ha Biflinu, 3 NATUOECATH AVII, Ta BEOAYThb Y
INONWHY, 3BiIKU CTOPOXKKO HONITalOTh I'MyXi HakKa3u. Mos cTilika 3 HaboaMu — Iie Miclle
II0JIbOBOTO MITaly; IIYyMISATh Tele(oHU, XTOCh HEPBOBO IOBiMOMIISIE, III0 Ha IIpaBe KPUIO
TyCTO HACTYIIa€ IiX0Ta, a B pe3epBi — KaBaJjiepid...

[TixoTi marTh HaKa3 IPUTOTYBATUCH [0 3yCTpiyl.

— Taxka moraHa mo3ullig, — 3 TUXUM He3aJOBOJIEHHSIM KHUa€ Ha 3e€MJII0 XTOCh i3
aBTOPUTETHUX IIi CJIOBA, IO JIETATh, 3MAETHCS MeHi, pa30M i3 IMKMMM KayKaMy Ha Tou Oik,
no 3elieHOTaiBKH, e 4yTH 0afibOpUX KPUK, YPUBKY ITiCEHb Ta I/IyXe POKOTAHHS BiTPY...

— CBO0JI0Y HaCTyIIaTUMe L}0 Hi4 BOCTAHHE.

Lle rOBOPUTH TOM CaMUY TOJIOC, 3aNIUTYIOYH:

— latipamaku mpulynu?

— Taxk...

— Ha ¢ponT Buixas rpad... Ha ¢poHT BuixaB rpad, — MUNUTH XTOCh HEPBOBO ¥
TeNle(OHHY TPYOKY...

4 6e3HapiitHO HaOMBalO PENTYX MUPilo, MiAB I3yI0 KOHEeBi [0 orjobimi. Xail He ipxke, Xau
He XPUIIUTh TPUBOXKHO Mil KiHb!

OrHi 3eneHoralBChbKOI JIiKapHi moracny; s He MPUCIIYXaloCh, SK paHille, 4o PsSCHOI
IepecTPinKu Ha QPOHTI: 11e Mae OyTH CMEePTh B iM’ST XKUTTS, aje XKUTTS MO€EL MaTepi, MUCIIO,
moropino, a MaitbyTHEe OpaTiB i3 cecTpaMu CIIOTUKAETLCS TEMHOI HOUi B 6€3BiCTb...

3aMIoLIyIo 04i, a XTOCh 3aCBiUy€e CTapeyo0r0 PYKO JIaMIIafKy llepel YOPHUMU iIKOHAMU B
Halllill XaTi Tak, K KOJIUCh 3aCBiyyBajia MaTHu B 3eJIeHYy He[ilio, KOnu naxio dyebpeleM Ta
TOOUCTKOM. ..

Y MeHe THUX0 KOTATHCS 110 BUAY CIIbO3H.

— Ha ¢ponT Buixas rpad, — mymuTs. He 3Hato, 4u TO BiTEp, YU TeaedoH.

IpXyTh KOHi, @ KOPOTKa JIiTHA HiY y>Ke CKH[Ia€ YOPHY KHpel Hag 60paMu — ChOTOOHI
Oyme 3010TUM IEeHD!

4 muBmIOCS 3 TYIOIO LIKABIiCTIO Ha 3aclaHi CUHBO-0ili 06/1MYYs CONMAaTiB, 10 HaragyloTh
MeplliB, Ha PafiCTh iXHIO, KOJIY BOHU BiTAlOTh OJMH OQHOTO, XapTYyIO4H, 10 OiNbIIOBUKU
m060sITMCh HACTYIIaTH, IO 1XHS, MOIbChKa, apMisi — HelepeMoxkHa apMis!.. MeHi xoueTbcs
CKas3aT¥ CJI0BaMM 3 SIKOICh CTapol CeHTeHMii: "O MIIAXTO MOJNbCHKA, CKiJIbKU TOHOPY 4
YyBaHCTBa Maem!.."

A Mo€ ceplie LEMUTH, KOJIUA CIIIAKYI0, K HA3yCTpPid COHIIO JIETUTH KJII0Y COHHUX,
CIIOJIOXaHUX 3a [JHINpOM KadyoK, a CJIiIOM 3a HUMHU, — He BCIIIB illle HiXTO 3alpoIlOHyBaTHU
BUCTPiNIUTYU, — 3 OUKKUM CBUCTOM JIETUTb TapMaTHUY ITOCTPiJ Ta 6’€ Ha MPUIILJ T03a/ Hac.

[Tamns, cten, ¢poHT cTpenenynucs! TenedoH, 3aMackoBaHUYM [IeCh Iil MOIM BO30M,
3amuiiB cinosaMu: "Kasanepisa, KoToBcbkuu, KaBanepis..."

4 3arny3pgaB MepessikaHOTO KOHSI Ta BCTUT 3alaM’siTaTd 3HalioMe 00nM4YYs COJIaTa,
SKOI'0 IiJBO3UB yBEeYEepi: BiH CTOSAB Ha KOJIIHAX KOJIO KyJeMeTa, a 04l IOToIlaii Ha CXOAl, ne
BUIIJIMB YK€ HAIIOJIOBUHY KPHBaBO-OTHEHHUM OUCK COHIIA.



— CmMepTh! — KPUKHYB CONAAT MOMY Ha3yCTpi4, a caM yIaB rOJIOBOIO IIifl KOIelb i, He
CJIyXal4y¥ KOMaH[IU, CTPLNIAB Y PO3ipBaHi KIHEMU TYMaHMU.

XpumiB cTem, ima ataka, a Ha 3eMJII0, CKOUIEHUH KYJISIMU, yIIaB KPUK I€PIIOl JIaBU
OiNbIIOBUIILKUX TTOJIKIB:

— [Mawvom Bapmasy!..

— BapmraBy-y!.. — 3acBUCTiNU KyJIi, ajie 1 IOBEPHYB KOHS, Oe Ha BO3i lLie JieXalu [IBa
AIMIAKY 3 Ha00SMU, i MONeTiB CciiffloM 3a MTaOHUMM KaBaJepHUCTaMu; BOHHU, 3arilefiBLIx
YOPHO-MaJIMHOBUHY IINIAlll, PAallTOM 3YIHUHUINCS: Ha MO3UIl], 0TOYEeHUY cepKaHTaMM, CKaKaB
Ha BOPOHOMY KOHi rpad...

— [laHe OJIKOBHUK, HaBiTh TPyIllaMU He CTPUMAEMO HACTYI, — KaXe, CXUJIUBIIU T'OJIOBY
Ha Oy{HY I'PUBY KOHS, 3HAlOMUU MeHi T0j10C.

— [lo?

I rpad nmockakaB Ha IO3uUllii, a MeHe 3 KOHEM 3HOBY IOTHA/IU CepxXKaHTU [0 0010BOI
TiHil...

— ...Ko3aku! Bu noBuHHI He 0COPOMHUTH TEPEN IMOJIbCHKOIO apMi€io MaTepi YKpaiHu...

Lle Oynu ocTaHHi Cl0Ba, IO OONETINU [0 MeHe 3 [OJIMHY, JIe 3 YePBOHUMHU BepxaMH Ha
IIankKax MIMKyBaaucs mo 60t raligamalibKi KypeHi, cloBa, 1[0 Haragaiau MeHi SKyCh CTapy
opaMy MOTo Hapony... I s 3HaB mobpe, 110 He OCOPOMJISThH TalijaMaKy IMOJIbChbKOI apMmii, a
MOXKe, HaBIIakKH...

— CwMmepTh!!! — 3axpuriB cTemnm eguHe CJIOBO COJNflaTa, KOJIM rapMaTHE SAPO Ipopy0dao
BOpOTa (pPOHTY.

3akurina 3amekia ataka... KiHHota 060X apMiii 3ycTpinacs, i TOAi K KaBaJlepUCT-
OiMBIIOBUK, 1110 BUJIETIB i3 TyMaHy i CTaB y CTpEMeHaX Ha IMOJIbCbKOMY OKOIIi, IPHUIIiTUBCS 3
peBoOIbBepa ¥ BUNYCTHUB CiM KyJb CIigOM 3a BOPOHHM KOHeM rpada, IJo JIEeTiB y
3aKpUBaBJIEHUX yOWIAX...

"Hi, 1 Taku MPOCKOYYy ChOTOAHI mo 3eneHoraiBKu!" — CTyKae MO€ ceplle SKOKCh
3BIpPAY0I0 PAMiCTIO, ajie 1 BXKe He MeBHUM, YU 1[e MOSI MUCJIb, Y4 Hi, S TiJIbKX [iCTaB 3 BO3a
PEeBOJIbBEpA 1 CIIOKIMHO KJTafly M0T0 OO KUIIEHi.

— dmuku 3 HabosiMu — pomony!.. Xal monpoOye Temep CepxkKaHT...

¢/l Ha XBUIMHY 3aKaM'gHIB: KaBaJIepUCT HAJBOE PO3KOJIOB I'OJIOBY SKOTOCh CepXkKaHTa,
HOT0 KiHb KPYTHYBCSI Ha OKOIIi, MOB [A3UTI'a, BiH CIITKHYBCS Ha HiIMHUU KyJIeMeT, Je CU[iB
COJIJIaT, II0 BUTYKHYB 002KeBibHO IIepen 60EM CIIOBO "CMeEPTh".

— 4 — 6ipHuii! He pyGaii... — nigHSAB BiH IpaBy PyKy Hap T'OJI0BOIO.

— He nan?!

KaBanepucTt O3BIiHKO BUJIAsIBCS, ajle 3aKpUBaBJieHa CMYyzKKa CTaJlli B MOr0 pyLi yHapuia 3
po3Maxy KyJIeMeTHY IIiBKY, a IOJIbCbKUY COJIfAT YAPYre BUT'YKHYB 3 KaXOM:

— 4 — 6igHuH!

— Tpynuo, 6paTaH, PyKy 3epKaTu, — SKOCh He I0-BiliChKOBOMY CKa3aB KaBaJIEPHUCT,
XUTHYBIIUCH Ha CifjIi, 1 BlaB HaB3HAK Ha 3eMIJII0.

3 monuHY, 3aiiMaloyuy MpaBe KPUJIO IOJIbChKOI apMil, Millyin B KOHTPATaKy raiaMallbKi
KypeHi; ToIbChKa MixoTa 306irana B JOIMHY, MOB KajlaMyTHa BOAA...



Tak, OiNbIIOBUIIbKI MONKKA POOUNIM OCTaHHIM HACTYI, i TauaHKU 3 KyJleMeTaMHu BxXKe
3abirany, ckpuramoudu HeMa3aHMMU KOJleCaMU, B CcaMe Ceplie IOJIbChKOI apMil — B 30HY
II0JThOBOTO 1ITaby.

— Hi, He npuBe3y g nikapsa go matepi... CMepTh, — KaXy g BroJioc Ii CJ0Ba, a
3eneHOTalBChKa JIiKapHS TOPUTH Y Llel Yac TakK TUXO Ta SICHO.

To monbchka apMisi, 3alMIIalOYU Cejla, IaauTh, 1100 BOPOT He CKOPUCTABCS, IPUPOOHY
IIO3UILi0!

3ali3HUM [Oax JiKapHi BOTHEHHO MigHSABCA HaJ OCOKOpaMU, a [faji BCe 3arilyliuB I'yK
rapMar Ta KpUKU IIOpaHEHUX.

4, 3abyTuit y 601oBiil rapsayni mTabOHUMU CepXKaHTaMU, CTOI0 KOJIO KOHS Ta XAy
XBUJIMHY, KOJIU HAPEIITi MMOJIbChbKa apMis 3pyIIuTh i3 PpoHTy. Lle Mycuts OyTH — 5 3HAI0 —
TaK caMo, 5K i Te, I[0 Kpallle BMePTH, aHiXK MMOBEePHYTUCS Tenep 0e3 KOHSA moaoMy!

d xpny. B MeHe LOKOTATH 3yOU B TaKT IKOMYCh 00XKeBinbHOMY pUTMOBi 6010, a pykKa
TPEMTUTDL y KUIIEHi, Je g 3alliluB, 3aJIOMUBIIN HIr'Ti, peBonbBepa, 00 MeHi X04eThCs
CTPINIATH...

"KoToBChHKMY P030uB rarigaMakis..."

He 3Ha10, XTO KOMY CIIOBICTHB I[I0 CTPAIIHY OJIS IMONIbChKOTO0 mTaly 3BiCTKY, ajle apMis
oronuia (pPoHT, 3ajKiIaiyy OibIIOBUKAM KyleMeTH, Ha0ol, HaBiTh rapMaTH.

3 KOHA 3HSIU TSAKKO IOPAHEHOro rpada, Ipociany MUHENI0 Ha MOEMY BO31 — HOr0
PYLIHUIIO [IOKJIaJIX B I'OJIOBaX Ta, JOPYYUBIIYU IIPOBOOUTHU OBOM KaBajepucTaM, [IOTHA/IU B
INONUHYy, Kyau Oiryia Temep mepensKaHa apMis He XBUJISIMHU, a MOB Ta OTapa OBeIlb: BOHA
BTpaTwWia JUCLUILIIIHY, He ClIyXajla KOMaHOy, He oIJisifasacs Ha3af,...

— BapmaBy-y-y! — nyHanu no3any KpukKH GinbIIIOBUIIBKOI KaBaiepil, o neTina nobifHo,
py0aroyu 10 Aop03i TUX, XTO MaB XKUTHIN KOIp MKUHETT...

Mene He 3apy0aloTh: 1 — MigABOAYUK. A BCe-TakM (4 HaKMHYB IIil BO30M rajabMo Ha
TBi3[OK) yCs1 cUa MO€l eHepril Temep: BUCKOYUTH Ha JOPOry [0 [IXKyITaEBOTO KyTKa.

— Crin!

[TonbCchKi conmaTtu OarHeTaM¥u CIMHUIN MOTO KOHS, a Ha MMPOTECTU KaBaJIePUCTIB, 110 S
Be3y rpada, movyaau JasgTUCS: BOHU IIOKJIaIU Ha BO3a CBOI'0 IIOPAHEHOr 0 TOBapHUIIA.

4 rnsHyB Ha Horo o6nuyys: e OyB TOW caMuUMl COlfmaT, mo Tak 00saBcs cMepTi. Tou
camuM, 110 KpUKHYB: " — OigHui!"

ET, opun yopt! Conpart, rpad — 1e Oysio MeHi omHAKOBO: 51 XK OyB AJIS apMil nuiie
IMIBOOYMK — YaCTKa 3aTONTAHOT'O KIHbMH CeJa...

— Ckopite, xjyione! — MIMIXATH HE CBOIM I'OJIOCOM KaBaJiepuCT Ta 6’e Haralkow BIIOMOBXK
CIIMHU MOTO KOHS. 3a HaMM JTYHKO KPUYUTh, MOB He[JOpPi3aHUM, CTEN. A TOIOC CTenmy — Iie
rOoJIOC IbOTO KaBaJIepPUCTa: BiH XO4e KONMHYTU MATIOKaMU AOPOry, X04Ye Jaukow B bora
BHCJIOBUTH Tparefito CBO€EI apmii!

Tomi s 3abyBaio Ha XBUJIMHY IIPO MaTip, TOAi Miii THiB Ta NIOTh IIaplae CMyXKa
BUPBAHOTO KiHCHKOTO BOJIOCY Ha CIHKHIi, a caM g, MOB 00XKeBiNbHUM 3 PafioCTi Ha4aIbHUK
apwmii, 110 mepeMoria, IUBMIOCS y Bidi cMeprti. O, g Temep 3HaI0, 110 BTEYE [I0 IOJIbCHKOTO
0003y nuille TOM, XTO He OTJITHETHCS aXk [0 CaMoro JIicy Ha3al, — XTO KiHHUM.



3 MOro Ccejla [ecCh IIifi TOPOI0, Y BUIIHAX, CKPEKOYE KyJIeMeT.

"lle oAKyOTH TaHaM [AXKYyJaiBli", — IPOCKaKye B MeHe AyMKa ajie KiHb CIIOTUKAEThCS Ha
KOTIellb, Bi3 MmifgcKaKye, a 04i rpada 3 HeHaBUCTIO Ta 00leM OUBISATLCS Ha MeHe: BiH xoue
maTy HaKa3 KaBaJiepuCTaM, BiH HaMaraeThCsd BUCMUKHYTH 3-TIif cebe mopaHeHy PYKY, Ha€
3po3yMiTH, 110 Tpeba CIMHUTH KOHS, — TOMi S TyKalo Ha Bce ropnio "TUTTS!" — meHi Tpeba
111e 3arnymuTy 6eIbKOTaHHS 3aKpUBaBIeHOro rpada...

YXke Hepmaneko nmepexpecHi WsAXu — HaKo4yeHa gopora pgo Kuesa, a riyxa, 3 gBoMa
CTeXKaMU y 3eJIeHOMY CIIOPHIIi, — 00 MOTO cejna. {1 Bupimus, mo ue 6yge Mexa, Ie He
IIOBMHHO CIIPaBOUTUCS OAThKiBChKE CIIOBO.

Xay x04 ChOTOMHI 1 He Oyoy KOHEM, IO XTOCh Ma€ BUBO3UTH Ha MEHi T'Hill O CBOTO
CyXOTo TOJIsl... Xall He CMie€ThCs AsiObKO Bacuib, 1110 s moixaB migBo3uTH 00 BonuHi maHis!..

4 cnunso KoHs... Ha ropi me ipe 0iif, ane monbcbka apMis 6ikuTth 1o 60py He Ti€l
[OPOTo10, Ky[x NOTHAJIA MeHe KaBaJlepUCTU — [0 MOJIbCHKOTro mTaby 3a CeioM, — BOHA TiKae
MalllHel0, HaBIPOCTENb IPSIMy€ OO HAaKOYEHOI [OPOTH, [e MifiCKaKye B rony0boMy OuUMY
rapMaTHUX IIOCTPIJIB.

Ha micui nmonbcbkoro mrTaby nexaTh — HEBiOMO, MEPTBi 4u IOpaHEeHi, — COJpaTy,
po3jaMaHa KyxHs Ta COJIOMa 3 CIHOM, ILII0 PO3TPYCUJIA BO3AMU CEJISTHU.

4 30BCciM cnuHUB KOHS; rpad 3acTOTHAB, IIIOHYBIIU JIalKy B 00/IMYYS ITOPaHEHOTO
conpara, 1o jJexaB 0e3 maM’sTi 1iny mopory. OnuH 3 KaBalepUCTiB BUXOMUBCI KOHEM 3a
BepOy: BOHU Oyu 30uBOBaHi, 1110 mTab Ta YepBoHUM XpecT 3HUKIIM HEBITOMO KYOH.

— [Ilo cTtanmocss? — KpUYUTh, COIUHAKYM KOHA 3a OBa KPOKHU Of BO3a, IepejiiKaHUuu
KaBaJIePUCT.

— Hivoro! — BigmoBigaw Ta CTPUISI0 3 peBOJIbBEPaA IIOCHIIb TPU pa3u, a BiH 3BHUCAE B
CTpeMeHax KOHS Ta 0iXKUTh 3 HUM, MEPTBUM, [IONYCTUBIIN A0 KOJIiH y3[€UKy, B cTem. 4
XBaTalo 3-Mif] TOJI0BU rpada PYLIHUII0 — BiH OUBUTHCS HA III0 CIEHY IMUPOKUMHU, YePBOHUMHU
3 JIIOTi 0YMMa, — Ta MeHi He [0 rpada Temnep: 3-03a OYIJIMHACTUX BepO, 110 3ropOuIucs of
CTapoCTi, BapTylOUM CeJI0, CKaye Ha MOCTPiIU KaBaJlepucT — Y MeHe TPYCAThCA PYKHU, 1 He
3HAl0, Y4 € X0Y OfHa KyJIsd B PYIWHHUI rpada, aje 3aTBOP HOHA€ B I[iBKy — CTPiIAI0 TOAI
IIPOCTO B MaJIMHOBY CTPidKYy, 1110 BIJIETEHO B I'PHUBY IIbOTO BUKOXAHOTO KOHS, 00 KaBaJlIepUCT
IIPUJIIT, TPEMAIOYX B PYIIi PEBOJIbBEPA, M0 KiHCHKOI LIHi.

¢ Ha el pa3 He BIIyYUB; TiIbKM KaBaJIEPUCT, MiMMaBIIX Ha BiTPi HePeMOKHUMN KPUK
OinmbIIOBUIIbKOI KaBajepil, TOBEPHYB KOHSA M0 OOpPY: NTONHYNIX 3a MHOIO [Ba MOCTPINu 3
PEBOJIbBEPA, 1 BiBCa 3aTKaJli BEPIIHUKA Y 3€JIeHY JajleyiHb CTely.

d Kpudyy, HaxBajsAKCS, CIiAOM 3a HUM; II'THHUU TeIlep SKOKICh BEIHKOK PafiCTIO
TIepPeMOTH, 5 Ille X049y BUCTPIIUTH 3 PYIIHUIN, a 3aTBOP He IOJa€ KyJb: 1ie Oyna OCTaHHS.

[Mlapmat BikKaMHU KOHSI, B IIpaBiii pylii — peBOJIbBEDP, a Ha BO31i — rpad Ta mMpoOCTO
CONAAT-MOJSK, 1 JKeHY CeIoM KOHS Tak, III0 HaBiTh CBOI X He Ii3HAIOTh MeHe 3 00/IuYus, a
JIALIE 10 KOHEBI 300rafy0ThC.

— Kynu e Tv, MakcuMoBu4y, 1oOPO Take BO3UB?

lle Tak XapTye, CIEPIINCh Ha BOPOTAX, Oe MPUOUTO pPO3MajibOBAaHOTO HEePeB’SHOTO
XpecTa, OOVH OSObKO.



— [Tanu € wie B cenli 4u HeMae? — 3alUTYI0 KOro, He BIiOIOBiAal04H.

— 4 6 i Tebe He OauuB, Konu O 1e TH He iXaB...

Hi, xifa S MOXYy BepzaTuCh — y MeHe TaK HaKHIIiJIO 3a CI0 HiY, — 00 He IOCIaTu
IIbOT0 [sbKa [IeCh aX i HeOeCHY KaHIeNIpito?..

— Hewmae?!

— A s 110 TOOi: TOILCHKUY TeHepan?

4 MaxHYB pyKoio — Oe3HafillHO MONMUTYBATUCS, — a JlaiiKa, KOJIU TaM BUIIJIUBJIO CIIOBO
"MaTu", 3aBMepIia Ha rybax. {1 pyIIuB BiIbHOIO XOH00 JOIOMY.

"Xoy 6u TOOi myIIa 3 HaAmoOro KyTka', — rajas . BopoTa CKpi3b 103a4UHSHO, & BCE CEJI0
nig ropy Bubirae Ta 3a 60eM ClifgKye... BUTnsagaoTh i3-3a BOPIT, 3aNUTYI0OYH, JIALIE Ti, B KOTO
TIOTHA/IYU B MifiBoau yu 6aThKa, YU CHHA; [iTBOpPa BUCKAKYE aX 3a BOPOTa, Ha BY/IUIII0, X04e
3a3UPHYTH B 00JIMYYS MIOPAaHEHUX, @ XTOCh i3 CTapIIUX CEepef [iTel ax y [0JIOHi JIsiCKaE:

— Ot pyurauns k! OT ompiza MoxkXHa 3p0OUTH, Te?

4 cxoBaB [0 KullleHi peBoyibBepa. Takuil MeHi cyM — g 0010csl AyMaTH IIPO MaTip, MeHi
CKOPO CKaXyTh.

— Ckopite igb! — rykae i3 cBoro gBopy AsSAobKo Bacumb; s ax 3pafiB — lie faleKuil Halll
POIMY: KOJIX L0 TPAMUIIOCS OoMa, TyT Oyae Bimomo.

Ane s He po3yMil HOTr0 XBUIIOBaHHS. BiH OQUMHUB BOPOTa, KOHSA 3a IIOBIi, a caM Ha
NOPOTY BAUBIISETHCS.

— Hi, 9K Taku Tak ixaTh? — MOYMHAE KapTaTH BiH MeHe. — Ille ¥ ciifg maHCHKUYU He
3aX0JIOHYB — yCe CeJio IIEpPEeBEPHYIM — AaBau HifgBonu naHy! A Ty meck BUpBaBcd, TU... O, TO
Ile TaHU — XKUBi? — 3amnuTaB BiH, ax 30J1if, KOJIX BKOTUB [0 KJIYHi BO3a Ta [104YaB 3[iliMaTu
KOJIeca...

4 posmnakaBcs; i3 ciHel AsAAbKOBOI XaTu BUOIT i3 HAOPAKIUMU Bif cii3 ounMa Opart
[TeTpo; s He mUTaB KOTO.

— MarTu BHOYI BMepsH, a 3a To00I0 BCe IJlaKallu-IjaKaalud — He TOBOPATh, a TillbKU
n1a4vyyTh. Mu iM Kaxkemo: "BiH npuime 3 JOKTOpOM", @ BOHM KOBTHYJIM BOOU 3 JIOXKEYKU —
3aXJIMHYIIUACH. ..

— Yoro Tu naemcs? Jlexxu kaMeHeM 3 [o0pol 4ecTi! — Kaxe mepensKaHUM TOJI0COM
oanbKo Bacunb mo rpada; g Ha KpUK MiAX0AXKy A0 BO3a — Yy MeHe Tellep Hi XKaJlo, aHi cepus
— nuie Tynui 6inb. Y KIyHI HaniBTEMHO, @ 3aM4YUKU COHI[E, 10 IPOCKAKYyIOTh Yepes
IIaJIiBKY Ha TiK, CHIIISaTh rpadoBi odi...

I p a ¢. ITonbima 03070TUTHL TeOE 3a MeHe, uyem? 4 — rpad Apomipcbkuii, HauanbHUK
Opyroi Mo3HaHCHKOI AUBi3ii po3ymiem? XTo TU? Ma€ll foOMOI' T MeHi...

OsanbKoBacums Yu He ragoBa gyma! [{abe sgke BUCKinanocs; MyJIbkKo, MaOyTh,
JleXaTy Ha BO3i?!

4 3acMmisiBcs... MeHi Bmogo6anacs Taka BifilTOBigb, ajie 3rajaB 3a KOHS.

— Bepnu moro B neBagu, xad TPOXU NMPOMHETHCSI, — CKa3aB [leTpoBi, mepepmaBmu
BY3[EUKY.

B KinyHi Tenep HaAC TinbKU TPOE: A 3 OIObKOM Ta rpad. ConpgaT, KOIK MOT0 IIePEeBEPHYB
0o0NMIUYYSM OO COHIS OAObKO Bacuib, yKe, BUIHO, HaBHO 3any0iB; ry0u IIinbHO 3iMKHEHI, a



IpUCTApPKyBaTUM, 3 BEIMKUM IIpaMoM Ha Oopopi Bup Takuit OyB 30UTHYN 3a XKUTTS, L0 A
MHMOBOJIi 3rafaB Horo ciosa: "I — OigHuM".

— 3a MO0 CMepTk... [laM’siTal, MOJIbChKa apMis po3i6’e GiNbIIOBUKIB... | HE TiNMbKU TH, —
e rpad OO MeHe, — a CeJi0 CHaJuMO A0 LUYpPKH... [lad MeHi BOOU, — KOMAaHAYE II0
BiliCbKOBOMY I'pa(d AsmbKOBi Bacunesi.

— Ou 3apa3za x! — 1e gsaapK0 Bacumb.

4 3anuTyio rpada moIbEChKOI MOBOIO:

— [TaH MONIKOBHUK HE MOMUJISETLCSA? — MeHi Temep MPOCTO Xo04eThes mobanakaTu —
[OJs MOro Jiexkasia B MOid KUIlleHi, aje Oaabko Bacunb HEPBY€EThCS:

"Ckopillle, 4oro TaM IMAHLKAELICA", — KaXyTh 3a HHOI'0 TPEMTsSUYl PYKYU, KOJIX BiH II0YYB
13 BYCT NIOPAHEHOT 0 Kapy BOTHEM...

— CemoM 1o0irnu OinbIIOBUKYU! — MOIIENKY, MPUYWHUBIIYN XBIPTKY, IIepeae OsifauHa 4u
moyka Bacumnesna.

— He BemTalick 10 JBOPY, B XaTi CUAU! — KPUUUTH [0 Hel ASOBKO.

...q 3ragyio Buropinu# [XKynaiB KyTOK, s YSIBIAI OO0 HaUMeHIIUX APiOHUIL, AK
3axXJIMHYJIACS BOAOIO Mepeq CMEePTIO MaTH, TOAi 3HOBY BUKMAal0 3 KHUIIEHI peBoIbBepa: rpad
CKaBYyJIUTh, MOB II€C Ha ITOXeXi.

— DBinblile He [OBeETHCA NAJIUTH, ITaHe IIOJIKOBHUK!

4 noseprato 6apabaH peBoOILBEPa, a ASOLKO Bacuib Maxa€e pykoio:

— He cTpinay, BiH yxke 1 Tak rotosuid... Cam ginmos. Oy cMeppoTa ska!

B knyHi TeMHO. A cenoM (yXe CTUXJIM IMOCTPLIN) CTYTOHUTH MiJ] KONUTAMU 3eMJid,
CKpHUTaloTh HeMa3aHi TauaHKH, a Cipi, B 3eleHUX LITaHIX N0 0OMOTOK, YepBOHOApMiuIi
3aCKakKyIOTh Y [Bip IUTH BOAY...

— 4 mpubepy #oro 1o Bedopa, — Kaxe OO0 MeHe AsAbK0 Bacunp, 3aMrKalo4u KJIYHIO; a
caM I10-Xa3g1iChbKOMY BHHOCHUTH HafABip BiApO BOAM, CTaBJISI€ MOTO IOCepend OBOPY, K Ha
BeCLIIIIL.

— CroMunucsd, ToBapullli? — XUTPO NPOTUPAKUYU BycCa, 3alUTy€ BiH AKOTOCH
yepBOHOapMilisi. — Boma B Hac xopoillla, KpUHUYHA... Xy1iba TpyOHille mocTaTh, a BOAa,
cnaBa bory, €! He Bipute B bora? He roguthbcs Tak...

[TagatoTh OSObKOBiI Cl0Ba 3a MHOIO; BigMmoBifi 4epBOHOApPMIiHliB g BXkKe He 4y, 00
IIOCIIIIIAto JIeBaflaMu NOLOMY.

TrxXxo 3aX0AdaTh CHOTOOHI A0 HALIOTO ABOPY JIIOAYU, MaWCTPU TEIIYyTh IIif IMOBITKOIO
ny00BOTO XpecTa; a 0aTbKO CTOITH 0€3 KapTy3a cepef ABOPY — PYKU CIYCTUB AOHOJIY; B KOTO
yy0i 3amayTanocs CiHO, BiTep X04e BUCMUKHYTHU, a CiHMHA METJIIEThCS, aX [0 I'yCTol OpoBU
mictae, ajme 6aTHKO He X04e IIOMOT'TH BiTPOBI — He MifliiMal0ThCs PYKHU.

— Bpyb0aiite, TaTy, I0OJIOTHA MaTepi Ha TPyHY, 0aba KaXyTk...

Lle Mos cecTpa — Halll TAaCTyX TeNep i Xa3sgiKa; BOHa Iliel HOYi MOCMYTHisa ¥ IocTapina.

— He miHyBanach 3a CBill KOPDOTKHMY BiK — MOXKHa i Bpy0aTu, — Kaxe 0aTbKO, BTEPIIX
PYKaBOM CJIbO3H, [0 JIIOHEN.

Mu K0J10 ITIOpora 3yCTpiyaemMocs, a BiH:

— IlacTta TBOE, — A0 MeHe, TASHYBIIM Ha CUHIO, IyXJIy CMYTy, 11O 3ajHIIXjIacd Ha



MOEMY 00/IMYYi, IK CIIOMHKH IIpo rpada, — MIacTs, 10 TiTbKX BUPBAHO IIMATOK M’sica, a caM
X0Y ITinu# 30ctaBcs. [IlacTs... — gKach ripka ycMmimika Ha o6nuuydi. — 3anuit 6epesiBKoio.

baThKO XOTIB 1Ie 1I0Ch IPOMOBUTH, Ta B XaTi, KOJIU IIOYYJIH, 10 A IPUUIIOB, 3ar0JIOCUAIN
XKIiHKM — MaTepHHi CeCTpu, a HaMeHIIUY Miit OpaT CUMiB Ha TOMY K CaMOMY Miclli, KOJI0
BiKHa, SIK i BUOpa, KOJIU g BUI3OUB 110 JOKTOpA.

BiH yXe BuUIJIaKaB CBOl CJIbO3U — CXJIUNYBaB; OfHA TiIbKM CeCcTpa IMPUMOBJIANA 3
TITKaMU, TOJIOCAYH:

— Oii MaTiHKO-BYTIiHKO, ie X HaM Te0e 3yCTpidaTU-BUTTIIAATH?

...71 Linyro B OCTaHHIN pa3 MepPTBl PyKU MaTepi, a KOJIX CTUXa€ B XaTl FOJIOCIHHSA, 10 MeHe
— He 3Hal0 — HACTUPJIMUBO (4 XKaxaBcd Ii€l fyMKU) MiIKpafgaeTbCsI OOHE 3alUTaHHA: YOMY
MOSI MaT¥ Tak 3IiNuia IUiNbHO I'y0u, K i MepTBUi copaT?

— CmepTs... He XBUMIONCS CUHY, — BrOBOPSI€ ME€HE SIKMICh CTapeduy rojoc.

3 MOIX OuYel KalaloTh HECTPUMHO CJIbO3Y Ha JIUIle MaTepi, a caM s IJIyX0 pupaw...

"CmepTh!" — 4yio 9 3HOBY HENIIOOCHKUY KPUK COJIaTa Iepen 00eM.

— Ot 3a0ynu BHU, [iTH, X04Y pa3 feCh i3HATHUCS 3 MaTip'io, 00 maMm’'aTh Oyna, — TOU
caMuu royoc CTapoi.

¢ BUXOOXKY 3 XaTy; IPUHECIIU II0JIOTHO Ha TPYHY MaTepi...

[Iepenaxy [0 ropogyuka; MeHi He XO04eThCS 3yCTpidyaTu JIOLEHd, a B TOPOAUUKY —
X0JIOIHA M’sITa Ta MI0OUCTOK, ITe ¥ TBO3AUKY — IIOBHI KBiTH, 110 iX TakK /100KIIa MOSI MaTH; A
PBY, anie 60KeBinbHE 3alUTaHHSA BAPYTe MiAKpPama€eThCs N0 MeHe: Y4OMYy MOSI MaTH 3Minuia
ry0u, K i MepTBUM ConpaT?

— Kum-m! — Kupgaio rpygky 3eMJli Ha KypKy, o KyOJIUThHCS Iif KyIeM arpycy; BoHa
mifTiTaE, a 3 Hel JIETUTh MO€ 00XKeBiNlbHE 3alUTaHHS.

[ 3HOBY XpUNIUTH CTeI, KiHHOTA W€ B aTaKy, a COJIfaT, 110 CTaB Telep MiBHEM, CTOITh Ha
KYIIi THOIO KOJIO IIOBiTKY Ta KPUUYUTh HECAMOBUTO:

— Cwmep-p-pth!!.

duny...

— Hy, poanucyiite xpecta, — Kaxe MeHi CIIOKIMHIM Tr0JI0COM MaKCTep, Halll CYCif.

— 3apaas.

...JJo MeHe MPHUUIIOB CHOKik. baTbko cTOiThH 6€3 KapTy3a cepend OBOPY: I'paHYacTa,
3aropina mmus, a CiHuHYy 3 4y0a BiTep BUCMUKHYB.

4 Oepy Kpeuay oo PYK i He 3HaM0, IO X CaMe HalKWCaTH Ha XPECTi PO CMEPTh MOEI
MaTepi.

MaiicTep migkKa3ye MeHi:

— A Bu, MakcumoBuuy, npocto, 6e3 natunu: "OkcaHa AHfpiiBHa PomaHIoK..."

— Hi, He MOXHa: M a T H.

Ane B MeHe cIpaBfi He 3HAUIIIIOCS CJI0OBa, SKMM MoxXHa Oyjso 6 Ha xpecTi maTepi
3MaJIioBaTH il CTpaXkoaHHs.

1925 p.
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