KaTepuHa

Mapko BoB4oK

|

He HaXuTh yX HaM TaKOU 3HaXapKy, Kak noKoiHasa [laHunoBHa! CKOIBKO JIIOeN 3a Hee
6ora monat! KTo ee 3Han — 671arocioBiseT, U KTO TOJIbKO CJbIXall IPO Hee — U TOT
OrmarocnosmnseT. Tak yX& U3 poda B POM el MoYeT uaer.

A g-To Benb B3pocya BMecTe ¢ Hero. OHa Oblja U3 YyKOM CTOPOHHE K HaM 3aBe3eHa.
HocTanach HauleMy OapuHY Tfie-TO AajleKo BOTUMHA, BOT U IOeXalud OHUM C OaphIHEH,
npoOBIIM TaM Mecslla JBa U IMPUBe3Iu ¢ co00M OTTyHma NeBOYKY KaTio, CHDOTKY, Tak JieT
necsitu. UygHa ImoKa3ajach HaM Ta [leBOYKa: He TO YTOOBI IPUIIaCKaThCs, CTYIIUTh OHA He
yMeeT, B IIJlaThe IIyTaeTCs, @ TOBOPUT KaK-TO MyLPEHO, He I10-HallleMy.

Hac y GapbiHu Ilennasi opfa OeBYOHOK Oblna: Mbl, OBIBANO, 1 CMeeMcs MeXAy coboii:
KaKyl0 3TO OUKOBUHY HaM mnpuse3nu! PaccrnpamusaeM y HEH 0 TOM, O CeM, — OHa TOJIBKO
IYTJIUBO OCMaTPUBAETCs; pacCKa3aTh HUYEro He X04YeT. A yX KaK OKPYXUM ee [a
IIPUCTaHEM KPEIKO, — OHa BHIPBETCS OT HAC, UM CTAHET a PyKu cebe ToMaeT.

BriBano, 6aphlHsS B TOCTU MOENET, — MBI €€ KJIUYEeM IOTYNATh, moberath ¢ co60i0; He
UOET C HaMH, a 6eXXUT ofgHa K KypraH4uKy, 4To IO JIeCOM; TaM CSHeT u cunuT. M 3Bana oHa
TOT KyPraHYMKMOTHUJIOK; MHL ee 3aBepseM: "He Moruma 3To: TYT HUKTO HEe XOpOoHeH". A OHa
HaM: "Morumna!" — ¥ pyKoI IOBELEeT 10 TOMY KypraHuuKy, 4 OISATh — MOTHJIA, Ia U BCe TYT.
CMesiuch MBI, CMESIJIUCH, [a [I0CJIe U CaMU IIPO3Bajid KypraH MOTHUJIOHN.

A Hac Bce IUYMTCS; MBI €€ U lacKalu, ¥ TOlIyOuIu, a TaM ¥ JO0CafHO HaM CTaJjlo, YTO 3a
Halll TPUBET HET OT Hee HUKaKOM JTaCKU, — U CTaJId MBI €e THATh [a THaTh. [ IyIbie OBUIN MBI
OEeTH, HeXKaJIOCTJIUBhBIE!
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[TpuMeTUNnu MBI, YTO OHA KaXKIbI BeYep YCKOJIb3HET B GapHIHUHY CIANbHIO U CUIUT TaM,
ellle U [IBEPhb MPUTBOPHUT; @ UYyTh 3aCJIBILIIUT, YTO [OCIOfa U3 TOCTUHOMN UOYT, BEIOEKUT. "UTO
OHa TaM fejaetr?" — gyMaeM. Y CrOBOPUIUCH MHL: IOOKpafgeMcs Aa nocMorpuM. Tak u
coemany.

WM BUIMM MBI — TOPUT B CllaJibHE JlaMIlafKa Iepey o0pa3aMu U CBETUT B OKHO IIOJIHBIN
MecA1, a KaTa cCUOUT Ha [oJly, CIIyCTUIa C OGHOU PYKU IjlaThe U paccMaTpuBaeT PyKaB Ha
pybOaike (a y Hee ObITM Takue PyOalllKK CO CBOEH CTOPOHHI MIPUBE3EHHI, YTO PYKaBa BBIIIUTHI
¥ PacCTPOYEHHl He MO-HallleMy), pacCMaTPUBaeT fa Tak 3agyMalach-3afyMaach... TOIBKO
u3penKa CJIe3uHKa CKaTUTCA Mo Ieke. Y maMnana Ha Hee CBETUT, U IOJIHBIM MeCsl, a OHa
nepebrpaeT majbuukKaMy CBOM PYKaBUMK IIUTHIN... MBI YXHYIM Ha HEe — U He [OCTIbIIIANa; a
KaK C XOX0TOM BOexKaJu, UCIIyrajach, 3aljakajia 1 cKa3aja I10-CBOEMY HaM:

— He TporauTte B MeHs!

2Kanko MHe ee TOTfla CTajio; s 0OOHMMAIO ee, @ OHa MEHSI TUXOHBKO OTTaJIKUBAET.

Ha Ty nmopy npuimna 6apsiHsg: "KTo cMeeT B cranbHe cufeTh?" [Ipurpo3uia, Hakpudana
U y3Hasa, 4To Ob110. [locTaymock HaM, a elre myiie Kare.



C Tex mop MBI ¥ IPOXOAY €1 He JaeM: BCe TeM pyKaBoM cMmeeMcs. OHa MOTYHUT. TOTBKO
II0CJie TOTO He BUJANU MH Y Hed pyOamku. He 3Hato, Ky#a oHa ee fiejla; Mbl JyMaJjld, He
COXKTJIA JIU.
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[Tpoxwumna oHa y Hac 3uMy. Yuunia ee KiaouyHuIa paboraMm pa3ueiM. OHa ciyuianach, fa
TOJIKY-TO 4YTO-TO MaJIO BBIXOOMUJIO — IIJIOXO moHMMasa. CTajia OHa 4YTO-TO 3aHeMOoraTb. Mul
[OJITO He IIpUMeYasy; a OHa Bce cnabeli, OeccunbHel CTaHOBUJIACh. YK He BEIPHIBAETCS OT
Hac, He 60peTcsd C HaMH, a KaK CXBaTUM, TO OHa TOJIbKO I'jla3a 3aKpoeT. A MHI BCe-TakKu ee
noHuMaeM. ['me ke meTaM pacCyXpaarTh?

Cnerna Karsa 6onbHa. Y3Hanu Mbl, npubexanu K Heil. JIexXasa OHa B YyJlaHUYUKeE IOJ
JIECTHULIEI0, U IIpUCMAaTPUBaia 3a Heu KIouHula. [TocMOTpuUIls Ha Hee — CJIOBHO BOCKOBaf,
npo3payHas CTajla Takas. Bo3pMelb 3a pyKy, IyCTUlnb, — pyka napaeT. Korma 6 He riasa
ee ropsimnue, mogymanu Obl: MepTBasi. OCTanuch OT IpeXHeH Kpackl TONbKO OPOBU YEPHEIE,
TaKye KakK IIHypPOYeK.

MBI MONTYUM, U OHA MONYHUT. [TocuOenyu Tak U YIUIJIKU, ¥ YTO-TO HaM CKy4HO 6e3 KaTu
cTaso.

IV

Ytuxna "Hemoropga, nepeunuid OOXOUKU BeCeHHUe, IOTEIIENIO, 3a3ejleHesio, 3alBelo.
Jlerue ctano KaTe HEMHOXKO, ¥ IIPOCUTCS OHA y KJIIOYHUIIL NIOTYJIATh. BeIIpocunace u
IIPSAMO K TOMY KypraH4UKy, YTO MOTUJIOIO 3Bajia, IPsIMO Tyda... A KaK OHa BBEI3[OPOBeJia, MBI
OIISITh Ha Hee HallyCTUJIUCH, OATh CCOPUTHCA C HEI0 CTaJli, HaCMeXaThC .

MEI ¥ B3iyMau ONATh ee MOACTePeYdb [la UCIYraTh; U KaK OHAa IIOIIia, MEl APYrOI0
IOpOToi0 TyHa ke nodexanu. KypraHuuk TOT I'yCTOI0 3€JIeHOI0 TPaBOI0 3apocC, a BEICOKOIO
TaKoio! a TyT KpyroMm jec — ay0 u Gepe3a. Bor Mul mon3kom mobnuxke mogoOpanuch,
CMOTpUM — J1eXUT KaTs, moKaunuBaeTCsl TUXOHBKO U KaKyl0-TO [IE€CEHKY II0eT, a TaK THUXO,
TaK XKayio0HO, CIIOBHO CJIe3kl TOPbKKE BhIIMBAET. [IokaunBaeTcs, OYOTO B JIOIbKE, U MOET:

O# TH, KOTe, KOTOYOK,

He 1oy paHO B Cagoy4oK...

M=l cnyumraeMm. Ilena oHa u npo roayOKy, ¥ PO ITAIIKy-303yJIi0, X IPO CECTEP, U IIPO
OpaTneB. [lena — MBI 3acylnanuch; CTOUM, KaK 3aBOPOXKeHHEBIe, a KaTs Bce moeT fa moert. A
KaK IIOJIOIIJIA MHI K HEel, T0JIOC ee 3aMOJIK, UCIyTanach, nobnenHesna. MEI ee 11eJ10BaTh CTalu
U TIPOCUM:

— CKaxu HaM, — IIPOCUM, — T'le TBOSA CTOPOHa manekasa? W kakas oHa? Pacckaxu?

Ona TOJIBKO B3POTHYJIA.

— Hy, ckaxu HaM, — IPOCUM, — BCe TaM Ha TBOEU CTOPOHE TOBOPSAT, KakK TH? Y BCeEX
pykaBa BHIIUTEIE? Bce 3Ty neceHKy 3HAT? M HAC BEIy4M 3TOU IIeCEeHKE!

O=na B3rJIgHYJIA Ha HAC fa Kak 3amiadeT! OnaTh B3rJISHYJIa U Ha HAC, U BOKPYT Ha Jiec,
Ha I10J1, MaxXHyJla PYKOX U BHU3 JIMLIOM yIlajia, PelAaloydu.
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A Ha yTpo yX He BCTaJla OHAa; TOPUT BCAd U HECBA3HHIE peuu jemnedyer. To BAPYT
IIOOHUMETCS, KaK 3[0poBas, CAOeT, CKJIOHUT rOJIOBY Ha PYKY U 3amoeT necHw. M necHs



IIOETCS, ¥ CJe3bl Y HeW PEeKOU JIBIOTCS. TO BECENI0 ¥ TUXO MOET, a BOPYT BOCKJIMKHET, CJIOBHO
oT OONMM XKrydei, MOOHUMETCS U TJSOUT Ha HaC SCHBIM-SICHBIM B3TJISIIOM; aXXHO XYTKO HaM
CTaHeT.

Benena OaphiHS IEPEBECTHU €€ B JIIOJCKYIO, U IIeCTh Heflenb oHa mpoborena. [Ipuxonuna
B [TaMSTh, [la BCe KaK-TO HE B IOJIHYIO MaMsTh: CMOTPUT KPYroM ¥ HUKOTO OyATo He 3HaeT. 1
C TOJl BOT TaK-TO OHa MpoMy4uiack. M momerdyaer, KaxeTcs, a TaM ONSITh OPeduT U ONSTh
TOMHUTCS.

VI

A xax yX Ipulljia OHa K HaM IIOCJie Hefyra, MEl €e ¥ He y3Hallu: BEICOKas-BEICOKas
CTana, Ja TOHKasd, Ja XyOeHbKas. PymMsHel mpomas, ¥ ria3a Kak-TO HOTYXJH. Tuile oHa
cTana H cypoBee. OnuH pa3 MH MONMPoOOBaNM ee MOo-IpexKHeMY MOAPa3HUThL U OOJIbIlle YK
HUKOTHa He mpoboBanu. OHa yX He pBajach U He KHUIIeJla, KakK Mpexfe, a cKka3aja HaM
TOJIBKO:

— Yto Bam Hafo? { Bac He Tporaio, He TPOrauTe ke MeHs!.

W CIOKOMHO TakK CKa3aa, ¥ IOrIsAfesia Ha HaC CIIOKOMHO.

Lenwiit, OBIBaIO, IeHb OHA paboTaeT U CJI0Ba He ITPOPOHMUT.

Bapriusa ee mio0uTth crana: "BoT y MeHs paboTHuLla, — OBIBasio, TOCTSIM XBaJIUTCS, —
IpuieXxHas Takasd u ymMHasa!"

Ee neceHku MHI yX He cibixajiu. [Ipocusnu ee CKOJIBKO pa3, — IIOHApacHy!

— Cmo# TH HaM Ty IIECEHKY, YTO Thl XO[KJIa Ha MOTUITY IETh!

— { He IOMHI0, — OTBEYaET, — He 3Hal.

A cama mobuna cnymaTth, Kak moioT. MonyanuBast Oblfla ¥ HETIPUBETNINBAsA, a, OBIBAIIO,
HeT-HeT, fa u ckaxet: "[louTe, meBywmKH, moute!" CamMu MBI He 3HaJIH, KaK 3TO MHI €€
CIyIIaNMuCh Tak 0e30TTOBOPOUYHO. [IpoCcUT "mo#Te" — MBI ¥ IIETh CTAHEM.

A OHa Yy YHCTO TOBOPHUT U I10-CBOEMY, KaKUCh, OTBHIKJIA, 3a0bl/Ia.

VII

M=l ee coBHO 00siTbCSA CTanu. [IpUTIOMHUIIM BCe MpeXHee, YTO 3a YygHAs OHa Oblla
M3Havasa. A elne OoJbIlle CTpaxa OHA HaBejla Ha HaC, KakK cTajla OPOOUTH IO IMOJIAM, TI0
jecaM, fia TpPaBhl, Ia IIBETKHU cOMpaTh. [loKOeTCS Mpa3gHKKa, IOIUTIOT HaC 10 SITOABI UJIH I10
rpubbl TOCIIOIAaM, a OHa TOJIBKO CJlaBa, YTO XOOUT C HaMHU. [0pCTOYKM U TOM He HabeperT, a
TPaB [a LIBETOB IOJIHKE pyKHU. MbI, OBIBajI0, 3aMeYaeM BTUXOMOJIKY 3a Hel0: TO CTOUT Ha He0O
CMOTPUT, TO B Bofy risaguT. [logougeT K gepeBy — KaXKAbI TUCTOYEK, KaKeTCs, MU eH; 110
IIOJII0, IO JIECY JIM XOOUT — KO BCEMY IPHUTISAABIBAETCS, NPUCIYIINBAETCS U, KaXeTCd,
0XKHWBaeT OHa. BoT OyaTO el u Becesno, U IPycTh 6epeT, u OyATO et 4ero-To miaakaTh XO4eTCs.

VIII

Eme gBa roga Xkuja OHa C HaMH, BCe TakKas Xe; IIOTOM OaphIHS OTHalla 04Yb 3aMYyX,
mmoexajia TOCTUThH K MOJIOOHIM U KaTio ¢ co0oi B3sina. MBI, KaK IPOIIAINCh C HEI, CUTIBHO
IJlaKaay, a OHa He IJlaKaja, TOJIbKO IlevajibHa Obljla U IeNlyl0 HOYb T'Ie-TO IPOX0Ouiia; 0o
CBETy IIpHUIIlJIa ¥ MHOTO LIBETOB, MHOT'0 TPaB IIpUHECIA.

BoT yexana oHa ¢ GapblHel, ¥ HONTO IIOTOM S ee He BuOana. baphiHsa Hala 3abornerna,
IIpOXBOpaJia Liejible iBa rofia ¥ yMepsa TaM. Bo Bce 3TO BpeMs MBI JIUIIL U3pefKa, ObIBao,



yTo nocneimuM 00 Karte. [Ipuka3duk Tyga €3nui, Tak BOT OH U pacCKa3blBaeT: CJIbIIIanl —
3aMyX ee OTHAJIX TaM, [a FOBOPUIIU ellle, YTO OTHAJIU-TO CUJIOKN. "A OHa OocTalach Takas X,
Kak U npexje Oblyla, ¥ OT MyXka B jiec OeraeT", — cMeeTcs.

W MBI IOCMESATTUCE.

BoT 3TO ogHUM JIETHUM BEUYEpOM CHIMM MHI la TOBOpuM cebe, ¥ TUXO Tak Be3ne. Bapyr
KOJIOKONb4YuK! Bce Onmuxke ma Onmuxke. BumuM-neTuT Kaperta IpsiMo K Kpeuably. "T'ocrmopma!l
Mornopzie rocropa!”

BrIxogsaT OHU, a 3a HUMM XeHIIMHa, — KaTsa! Ml o0pajioBanuch, eayeM ee, OOHUMaeM,
ocMaTpHUBaeM, 4TO U3 Hee 3a 4esioBek crtasl. OHa 1acKOBO HaM oTBedaeT. Ho Bce 4ygHOE 4TO-
TO B Hell. CMOTPHIIb Ha Hee, U KaxkeTcsd Tebe, YTO TOJIBKO OHA U BEIPOCIIA, X pa3yMy AOIIIa,
a 4TO THI-TO AUTEMN OCTanach Iepef Heil, 9YTO He POBHS THI eil.

IX

U myx ee npuexar.

C MyXeM OHa XKWjla He 0O4eHb COTJIaCHO, a OH ee KpemkKo Jio0una u yacto, OkIBao,
njavyeTcs Ha Hee, YTO BOT XKeHa MeHs He JIIOOUT. A OHa XOTb OBl CJIOBO €My KaKoe yTelIHoe
CKa3aja, — OMYCTUT TOJBKO I'Jla3a ¥ HENOABUXKHAA TakKas, cTporas u cypoBas. OH rIsHeT,
B3[IOXHET ¥ YCMUPUTCS celdac XkKe. A Kak TOJIBKO ee HeT, TO OH pacCKa3blBaeT fa ropwoert: "U
3a uTo s nwob6n0 ee? 3a uto? He crout oHa! U yxk kak g monun ee: nwobu! Yero xe
noxpancsa? "Tel, — TOBOPUT, — MEHS CUJIOIO B3sJ; V TeOs npaBObl 00Kbel HET; THl MeHs, —
TOBOPUT, — CJIOBHO TOBap KakKou MpucBoun". A s ee B3s1JI OTTOTO, YTO 5 XKUTh-TO 6€3 Hee He
mor!" M xanko ero, 6pIBano, Kak Cilyllaellb; a KaK €e YBUOUIIb, TO OTYEr0-TO BAPYT
0X0JI0feelllb K HeMY. "BeqHbIN 4eI0BeK", — CKaXeIllb TOIbKO.

A oHa HUKOT[a He XKaj0Bajach HUKOMY, U HUKTO HE IIOCMEJI €e CIIPOCUTH, T0XKaJleTh B
rjla3a; TOJIBKO pa3Be MeCHI0 nopciayaeM. Kak yx oHa nesana! ['ocnoau, Kak nesasna! [yina
TBOSI TOMUTCS U pBeTCs, ObIBaso, ciyiaodu. Tsaxesno Tebe, a Bce ciayman 0xl. BoT pacckaxy
BaM, OBLIIM MBI Ha OOHOM CcBaabbe C Helo, ¥ XKEeHUX U HeBeCTa — KPYTJIble CUPOTHL. TaM U Ienu
u Benu4dany, a KatepuHa TONBKO TIfena Ha MOJIOAYI0, U CIOBHO €U XaJlb ee CTajo, — U
BIPYT 3allejla, ONYCTUBIIM TIOJIOBY Ha PYKH; 3allejia OHa, 3aTyXujia. Bce yTuxio; Bce
CMOJIKNIU. Pa3psikeHHBIE TOCTH, YTO U CTOSJIHU, U CUOENIH, CMESAIUCH Ja LIyTUIU, CJIOBHO
OKaMeHeJu: Y BCeX roj0Ba CKJIOHUIIACh, U CIIE3Hl B TPU Py4bs NOTEKNIU. Y 9Tak TUXO CTao;
TOJIBKO ee T0JIOC pa3jiBaeTcs, Ja PHIOAlT MOJIOALle. A OHA 3aKphljla JULO0 CBoe OebiMu
pPyKaMu [ia BCe IIOEeT, U, KaXeTCcs, lepecTaTh OBIJIO He B ee CHUJIe: Iejloch ei! A yXK KakK OHa
BEIMOJIBUTIA:

CHapsaguTh-TO MEHS €CTb KOMY,

brarocioBuTh-TO MEHS HEKOMY! —

U XEeHUX U HeBecTa 6e3 maMsATH ymasu. BeljIo B ee IeCHe YTO-TO HedeJioBeyeckoe. A
IIECHSA-TO BCA TakK MeJack:

AX THI, peuka, pedka OwICcTpasi,

YTO Tedellb TH, He KOJIBIXHEIIbCS,

Ha kpyToii Geper He B30JIbEIILCS?

AX THI, feBUlla-Kpacasuiia!



YTO CUOWLIB THI, BCE KPYYUHUIILCS.

[FoBOpUILIb T, HE YCMEXHEIILCS?

"OTuero e MHe BeCeJioi ObITh,

Ha uTo rnapns, MHE yTelUuTLCSA?

Kax u BCce-TO roCcTu Chexaucs,

TonmbKO HET-TO MOT'0 OATIOIIKH,

l'ocymapeiHE MOeU MaTyIIKH.

Bel, cecTpulbl, BEl, IOAPYXKEHbKY,

Brl mopguTe B 11ePKOBBL O0KUIO,

Brl ymapeTe TpUKIEL B KOJIOKOJI,

Pa30yguTe Moro 0aTioLIKy,

[l'ocymaphiHio MO0 MaTyIIKY;

Pa3bynuTe U CKaXkuTe UM —

YT0 Tenmeps-TO MHE UX Hal0OHO:

CHapsAOUTH-TO MEHS €CTh KOMY,

BnarocnoButs-T10 MeHs HEKOMY!"

C Tout mopHl ee, OBIBAJIO, ITEPBYI0 Ha cBambOy mpocAT: "3amoi Thl, KaTepuHa, gaii HaM
nmomtakath!" Tak, ObBaso, roBopsaT. M oHa 6€3 OTTOBOPKH CTajla XOOUTh. BrIBasio, paja Tak,
YTO ellle 3a IeHb Y Hell T7la3a 0/1eCcTeTh CTaHyT, U TOJI0C BCE IPOXKUT.

Ha cBagbp0e, y2K U3BECTHO, BUHO IIBIOT; BOT U OHA IIPUBEIKATh K HEMY CTaja. A B II€PBHII
pa3 BOT Kak 9TO OblJI0. BT y HAac B AepeBHE OOWH TOPEMBIYHBEIM YEJIOBEK; 3Baju €ro
Muxaiina. Y Hero xxeHa yMmepina, feTu yMepiu, o0eqHesN OH U C TOps NUTh cTal. BoT OBl 0H
Ha cBafgb0e BMeCTe C HaMU U Ciyllajl, Kak KaTepuHa Iejla, ¥ 04eHb OH IJIaKaJl TOPLKO.
Hanun BMHa, mogouien K Held. "Brileil, — rOBOPUT, — BHINIEH, CeppedHas, — mojerdaer!"
Ona mopHssa riasa, IOCMOTpEJia Ha HEeTro, a OH BCe IIjIayeT, Bce NpocuT: "Beimein!" B3sma
OHA Y BEHINIUTIA.

Henmapowm Beqb TOBOPSIT, YTO B BUHE FOP€e TOMUTCS, OTTOTO-TO U IBETCS BUHO, OTTOTO-TO U
XaxpaeTrcs ropeMulkaM. BraHysack B Hero KatepuHa... CHauana MbL He 3aMeyday, a I0TOM
KaK-TO pa3oM Ijla3a y Bcex OTKpeUIKCh. OHa, OBIBaso, IpeXkae HAloeTcs, a TaM YK U IUTh
CTaHeT.

¢ pa3 ¥ roBopIO €M TUXOHBKO Ha MUPY:

— KarepuHa, ronybymka! He ne#t Tl MHOTO: TyT 4yXue JIOOU €CThb — OCYOAT TeOs;
JIy4Ime THl CIIOu HaM!

— Ax, BB oy 6e3kKaiocTHEIe! — O0TBeTHIa Fr'OpbK0.— Bce BaM oM fa oM, — OTOOXHYTh
He gaguTe! [laliTe OTOOXHYTH, HaliTe BHIIUTEL BUHA 3a0BIBYUBOTO!

W, 6rIBano, yX Kak BHIIbET, He TOeT O0JIbIlle, a Tak, CIIOBHO ApeMiieT. 2KalKo U CMOTPETh
Ha Hee.
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Hetel ona nobumna. briBano, camMa IPUAET U CUOUT MeXKAY HUMHU, U Bce OYATO el Kajb
ux. CMOTPUT-CMOTPHUT, U IO TOJIOBKEe NOTJIafUT, IPYroro 3a nogbopofoK BO3bMET UM 3a
YIIKO.



U petu ee mo6unu. CKka3ku UM, ObIBAJIO, CKa3blBaeT, ¥ YYOHO CTAHET, IJISHYBIIN Ha HUX.
Hetu u Becensl, U 60ATCSA, YIIKM HACTOPOXKMUJIM, CIyIIalOT, XKMYTCS K Hell, a OHa
paccka3blBaeT, paccka3biBaeT. Mul, ObIBajio, ¥ caMu nopbepeMcs, ciaymaeM. CiiydaeTcs, 94To
OHA HAC ¥ He 3aMeTUT, Ijla3a ropsT, a pedb-To, peusb-To 1beTcsa! CI0BO U3 AYLIN BEIIETAET U
B QYyIIy IIPOCUTCH.

U HuKOrma oHa OOWHAKOBO He paccKaxerT, OblBajio, HUKOTAa. [leTu U roBOpsT el:

— Hert, HeT, — KpuuaT, — 3a0BIIHM, TETYyILIKA: TOTHa BOT TaK pacckKa3ajyu (4acTo OHa BCe
00 MBane be3pogHoM paccKa3hiBajia), a Teleph, BUTHO, 3a0biu!

— [JleTku! — MOJIBUT, a caMa I'JISOUT CBOMMU SIPKUMU U IIPOHUKAIOIIUMU O4aMu. — TOT
WBaH be3popHbiil yMep; Y MEHS APYrol HapOJUICs!

HeTu cmeroTcsi, OBIBAJIO, @ HAM B3TPYCTHETCS 110 HE: B IIOJIHOM JIM yMe-pa3yMe OHa?

XI

2Kuna y Hac B coceJHEM cejie OfHa CTapyllKa Apsxjias, OfUHOKas, U Oblja OHa 3HaXapkKa
npeBenvKasi. BOT ¥ pacckaxu KTO-TO KaTepuHe, Kakue Ta CTapylIKa 4yheca feljlaeT, Kak
Oonsiue UCLENSAI0TCS y Hel, U KaK BCe 3a COBETOM K Hell OeryT. KaTepuHa 3agymanach, a Ha
IPYTOU [eHb IIoIjIa K 3HaxapKe U MpoO0klia TaM AOJITO.

[TpuxoguT — OaphiHS THeBaeTcs: "Kak cmena 6e3 crpocy yutu!" — Ipo3uT u KPpU4YUT. A
KaTepurHa CylmaeT U BCe 0 4eM-TO IyMaeT-gyMaer.

U ¢ Toro gH4 cTana OHa Takas JIaCKOBasl, TakKas NPUBeTIUBasd. brBano, Kak OgHA CUOUT
[a TIgHeT — CypoBas M CTporas, CJIOBHO OCyXK[OaeT KOT0; a 4yTh yCJIbIXajla 4Yeu royoc,
yBULalla KOT0 — Cel4ac YCMEXHETCS U TTISHET J1aCKOBO.

Y nuth Opocumna. Me g;ymaeM: "CnaBa 6ory! CrnaBa 3Haxapke, — Beileuunal"

XII

3aboena y Hac meBoukKa. KaTeprHa ¥ TOBOPUT €€ MaTEPHU:

— Iloneuy s Bamny fo4ky!

Ta MonmuuT, — OGOUTCS COramaThCs.

A KartepuHa:

— He Ootics, He Ooiics! 4 3Hal0, 4eM ee JI€UUTH, U BHLIIEYY.

"YU BOpYT 4 el moBepuia, — rOBOpPUA MOTOM Ta XKEHIMHA, — OTAaza JO4YKy, — OHa U
BblJIeYUJia. Houu Hap Hero MpocUKUBaja BMECTe CO MHOIO, fa ellle, ObIBajo, S UCTOMIIIOCS,
3a0ymych, a MPOCHYCh — OHA BCe He CIIUT, BCe Ha MO0 I0YKY TJISOuT..."

Briteunnia OHa OPYroro, TPEThHErO U CTajla YK BCEX JIeYUTh B IepeBHe. U 1o uyxkum ee
cenlaM faxke Opanyd — Be3[e OHa IIoMorara.

B3sanu ee pa3 Kypma-To fajieKo K Oonsmeid. bapbiHg Bcerpga ee oTmycKaja U o0una,
Korfa ey, 6nBanio, KaTeprHa roCTUHYUK KaKOM IIPUBE3€T, XOTh Kana4yuk, 4yTo nu. Hy, eme u
TO, YTO BCe el KJIaHAIUCh 3a KatepuHy u yOnaxanu ee. A OHa MOXET U IIyCTUTh, MOXKET U
He IIyCTUTh, — B ee BoJjie... Bor Oniyia KaTeprHa B 0TNy4dKe, a 1 TOoraa u 3a0onei: Tpynp y
MeHs HOeT, 3HOOUT MeHS, ropio — Tsaxkeso npuxogutcs. Hy, gymana matyuika: "[loBe3sy s
TeOs K CTapyxe; OHa ellle nyulie KaTepuHsl nequt".

XIII

[Tpuexanu MBl Tyma. M30yIIKa CTOUT; KpPHIIla B3bEPOIIEeHHAs, NBEPU CKPHUIIJIUBHIE.



Boumnu — KpolleyHas CTapyLIOHOYKA JIEXKUT fla OxaeT. i risgXky Ha Hee NPUCTaJbHO —
Opsxjasi, 9yTh XKUBasd.

— Babymika, moMmorute! — roBopio.

— [Tomoru MHe, Tocroau, fa npubepu ckopel! — mpocToHana.— f maBHO yXK K3 yMa
BBIXKUJIA, IUTATKO!

— A BOT, — rOBOPIO, — BHI Hamly KaTepuHy-TO BEIJIEYUIIH, — KaK PYKOU CHSIJIN.

— YypnHa Bama Katepuna! — oTrBedaeT.— [IpuxomuT Ko MHe, CIpallnrBaeT: "Kak MHe Ha
CcBeTe XUTh?" A caMa BO BCe Ijla3a I'JIAOUT Ha MeHs, — lepenyraia. XKuBU, KacaTka, Kak
JII0OY, TOBOPIO, fla IePeKPeCTUCh, fa MONUTBY MpouuTau: Ha Tebg HanymeHo. OHa cena,
IIepeKkpecTuiach U 3aljakana. A TyT y MeHs TpaBhl BUCAT IIO CTeHaM, U Ha OKHe Ha
conHyuKe cymunuck. "Ha 4to Tebe TpaB cTONBKO?" — chpamuBaert. "Jllogsam noMmoram'.—
"Tlomoru xke 1 MHe, popHas!" — "Ila uTo y Tebst 6onmut-To? Craxu!" — "[ymia mos 6onut!" —
IIPOTOBOPUIIA TUXO, @ Y CaMOM cJie3bl TOTeku. "A royoBa He 6onmut?" — "W ronosa 60nuT, u
Bcs 5 6onbHA!" BOT 5 et TpaBKYy Halo; OHA MOKJIOHUIACh U IoIja. 4 ObIJI0 B3ApeMHYIa,
CJIBIIIY — OISITh CTy4aTCs, ONnsATh OHa.— "YUTo Tebe?" — "Hayuu MeHs, pofHasi, KAKUMHU ThI
3enbsaMU Jeynins?" f paccepguiach ¥ roHIO €€, a OHa VXK Tak-TO IJIavyeT, pa3nuBaetrcd: "He
Hay4uIllb, To yoel MeHs TyT! Bce paBHO s mpomapy... & BOT, — F'OBOPUT, — YK CKOJIBKO
Masjach Ha CBeTe — BCe IIYCTO Aa IIyCTO, HUKOr0 He pafylo, ¥ HUKTO MEHS He BECEJIUT, U
fena y MeHs HeT OyIIeBHOI0 HUKAKOro". f{ gymaio — gypeer OHa, a XKaJlko MHe ee. fl Tam u
II0Ka3asa el Koe-4To, 6ombIe s yTexu e, ['me XK, gymalo, roe el 3allOMHUTH! A OHa Beflb
3anoMHuIa Bce. Havana, ciwliny, y&K caMa 1e4uTh. [JocagHo MHe ¥ 00UgHO OBLIO, UTO OHA Y
MeH$S1 Kycok xJyieba orO6uBaeT. Pa3 oHa mpulina, ¥ IOJHE PYKU TpaB. Sl ee HEIACKOBO
BCTpeyYalo, a OHa CJIOBHO He BUAMT. "3Haelllb 3TU TPaBhl, 6a0ymika?" — "He 3Hai0, — roBopio,
— @a ¥ 3HaTh-TO He x0uy'.— "HeT, — roBoput, — TH BO3bMU. I Tebe 3TO MpuUHECTA.
[Tone3nsie TpaBkl, 1enmomue!" — "Tel Ha yeM ux ucnpoboBasa-To, YTO pydaembcs?" — "[la
Ha cebe, 6abymka".— "Kak Ha cebe?" — "A Tak, — rOBOPUT, — Be[b g IpexKae-TO BCermga
caMa IIOIbIO: He CBaJIUT, — TOTHa U JII0AIM fako". YouBuila oHa MeHs, ei-0ory! A roBOpUT-TO
Bellb TaK, YTO Cepflle el BepuT. M BOT C TOM MOPHI OHa MHE TPaBHI-TO BCSIKKe HOCUT. Cracubo
eil, He o0upena MeHs 3a MO0 HayKy.

XIV

Marmno nmomorna MHe cTapyiika. KaTepuHa mpuexana — Beiyieuusia. OHa, 65IBan0, TOIHKO
3a roJIOBY BO3BMET, TUXO fia HeXKHO, 0epexkKHO TakK, U TO yX IoJierdyaet Tebe.

U Bcerpa oHa mmpexpe, ObIBajIO, CIIPOCUT:

— Het nu nevanu y Te0s Ha cepplle? Pacckaxu MHe.

4 n roBopio en pas:

— YTto paccka3nBaTh-TO? UyxKas medanab HUKOMY He TOpbKa, uyXkasd O6ega HUKOMY He
pa3yMHa!

— VX MHe 71 He pa3yMHa? — OTBeTU/Ia.— MHe 71 He Topbka? HeTy Ha cBeTe GeoM
MHe 4yKO0H Iedann, — Bce MOs nedassb. [Toxumna Ovl TEI C MOe — y3HaJsa Okul!.

Yousunace s, ciblllla TaKy0 pedb, ¥ IPOMOJIBUJIA:

— A MyXk-TO TBOU?



Ona He pacceppuiach, HeT! To/IbKO IToAyMaia HEMHOTO U CKa3aja:

— U ero nevans — Mos Ilevasb, Ja He Moe fejio noMoub eMy! He cBoeii Boselt 3a Oeny g
€My CTasa; a y Hero BoJjis Obljla Hepa3yMHas.

XV

Kaxwuch, CIOKOMHA OHa CTajla, JOBOJIbHA CTajia, a He II0 OHSM, II0 YacaM pa3pylialo ee.
[Tocepmena Bcs, u rnyboKue MOPIIUHLEI TaKue 10 BHICOKOMY 4Yejy JIeTnu. A BCe CKa3Ku
CKa3blBajla, BCe IeJia Io-IpeXHeMy, — ellle JIy4llle, KaXuCh! BriBao, mjiayems-njaavyellsb, 1
ellle IIJTaKaTh XO4YETCS, CIyLIal04u.

A KakK OHa 3axBopalla, CKOJIbKO Jomei cobpanock K Hed! IInau-to Kakou! I'ops-To
cKonbko! MyxX mio0un ee CUIILHO; caM Ha Yel0BeKa He MO0X0XK CTal; IJjlaKall HaJ Hewu,
OBIBaJIO, IO IIEJIHIM YacaM, YOUBaJCcs cTpax Kak!

OHa Bce Moj4Yaja M CMOTpella Ha BCeX, CJIOBHO 3aJyMaBIIKUCh. Pa3 TONBKO, mepen
CMEePTHIO YK, ITPOTOBOpHIIa, OyATO cebsl He TOMHS:

— JTiogu BbI OepHble! JTtoou BHI TOPEMBIYHEIE! ..



